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21l March

Headquarters Continental Air Forces (CAF) Redesignated Headquarters
Strategic Air Command (SAC)

Location:

Bolling Field, Washington, D. C.

Command:

The first commanding general of the Strategic Air Command was
General George C. Kenney, former air commander in the Pacific .
during World War II; his deputy commander was Major General St.
Clair Streett, who had occupied the same position with the Continen-

tal Air Forces.

Background:

Army Air Forces (AAF) Reorganization

The redesignation of Headquarters Continental Air Forces as
Headquarters Strategic Air Command was only part of an ex-
tensive reorganization of the Army Air Forces in the Zone of
the Interior which laid the groundwork for a potent post-World
War II air force. To fulfill the unprecedented requirement of
the United States for the maintenance of a combat-ready force in
peacetime, the maturing Army Air Forces relied on specializa-
tion, replacing the Continental Air Forces with three new com-
mands, which were each charged with a specific role in the air
defense of the nation: Strategic Air Command (SAC), Air De-
fense Command (ADC}, and Tactical Air Command (TAC).
Headquarters First Air Force (CAF) and Headquarters Fourth
Air Force (CAF) were assigned to the Air Defense Command,
which was activated at Mitchel Field, New York; and Headquar-
ters Third Air Force {CAF) and Headquarters IX Troop Carrier
Command (CAF) were assigned to the Tactical Air Command,
whose headquarters was established at Tampa, Florida. Head-
guarters Second Air Force {CAF) was assigned to the Surpaéeglc

i pomment Downgraded at 12 year intervals;
“tomatically declassified.

The Tactical Air Command and the A;r'\B nse Command
were inactivated on 1 December 1948 / %_1_\! /a.nd reacti-
vated respectively on 1 December 1950 / [q. v. / and 1
January 1951 / gq. v. /
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STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND ESTABLISHED (Continued)

The Continental Air Forces

The Continental Air Forces had had a relatively short ex-
istence, having been activated on 15 December 1944, prior to
the surrender of Germany, to relieve the Air Staff of the vurden
of operations in the Continental United States so that it might
devote more of its time to matters of policy. No units hzd heen
assigned to the Continental Air Forces until 16 April 1945, aid
it had not assumed operational control of them until 10 May 1945.

Through its four numbered air forces and the IX Troop Carrier
Command, the Continental Air Forces had executed a hetero-
geneous mission, bearing 21l Army Air Forces! responsibilities
in the Zone of the Interior, including the redeployvirent of air
power from the European to the Pacific Theater, the air de-
fense of the United States, joint air-ground training, and the
formation and command of a Continental Strategic Reserve on
completion of redeployment. During the last four menths ¢i
1945 the Continental Air Forces had also been responsible fov
the demobilization of Army Air Forces personnel stationed in
the Zone of the Interior.

Significance:

The creation of the Strategic Air Command represented a2 re-
cognition of the efficacy of strategic bombing in World War IL

In Germany the Nazi war potential had been destroyed and the
country decimated. The dropping of an atomic bomb by a B-2¢

on Hiroshima had offered dramatic and undetatable proof of the
capabilities of 2 strategic air arm. This one devastating sirike
brought about for the first time in the history of warfare the capitu-
lation of 2 major enemy homeland without full-scale invasion by
ground troops. It also augured a new era of warfare, the atomic,
in which the Strategic Air Command was to figure prominently.

Because of the tremendous destructive power provided the pos-
sessor of an atomic bomb, in future wars great advantage would
accrue to the country striking first. The only way to preserve
the peace would be to deter such an attack by the threat of mas-
sive retaliation. The Strategic Air Command was created as
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STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND ESTABLISHED {Continued)

such a deterrent force. During the first decade of its ex-
istence it developed the capability to deliver more destruction
in the {irst weeks of any future war than all the combined
American military forces were able to accomplish through-
out World War II,

Interim Mission:

An Interim Mission was assigned to the Strategic Air Command
even before its official existence, on 12 March 1946. At that
time General Carl Spaatz, commanding general of the Army Air
Forces, in a letter to the commanding general of the Strategic
Air Command, defined the Strategic Air Command's mission

as follows:

The Strategic Air Command will be prepared to
conduct long range offensive operations in any part
of the world cither independently or in cooperation
with land and Naval forces; to conduct maximum range
reconnaissance over land or sea either independently
or in cooperation with Naval forces; to provide com-
bat units capable of intense and sustained combat opera-
tions employing the latest and most advanced weapons;
to train units and personnel for the maintenance of the
Strategic Forces in all parts of the world; to perform
such special missions as the Commanding General,
Army Air Forces may direct.

Though lesser responsibilities. were subsequently added and
the mission redefined from time to time,; the Strategic Air
Commandfs mission throughout the first decade of its ex-
istence remained essentially as it had been originally defined
by General Spaatz. On 10 October 1946 /__g_._v. :/ the first
regulation governing the Strategic Air Command mission was
published,

Major Subordinate Commands Assigned:

Headquarters Second Air Force (Colorado Springs, Colorado)
and all assigned units and stations were reassigned from the
Continental Air Forces to the Strategic Air Command.
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STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND ESTABLISHED (Con'inued)

Howcver, inactivation of the Headquarter‘s wzas directed to be
effective 30 March 1946. Headquarters Fifteenth Air Fozce
was assigned to the Strategic Air Command, with activation
to be effected 31 March 1946 at Coloxadn Springs, Colorzdo,
utilizing personnel and equipment of the inactivated Head-
quzrters Second Air Force.

Urnits Assigned:

The Strategic Air Command assumed jurisdiction of all
Continental Air Forces units except the Headquarters of

the First, Third, a2nd Fourth Air Forces and Headguarters

IX Troop Carrier Command, which were assigned to the Air
Defense Command and the Tactical Air Command / see above /.
These units had made up approximately one-half the strcngth
of the Continental Air Forces. Most important of the units
assigned to the Strategic Air Command were the Hezadquarters
3l1th Reconnaissance Wing {tenant at Buckley Field, Colorado)
and assigned squadrons; Task Group 1.5 (Provisional) (Roswell
Army Air Base, New Mexico); Headquarters VIII Bomber Com-
mand (VH} (Colorado Springs, Colorado); Headquarters 58th
and 73d Very Heavy Bombardment Wings (March Field,
California (teuant) and MacDill Army Air Field, Florida,
respectively); the 509th Composite Group (Roswell Army Air
Base, New Mexico}; twelve Very Heavy bombardment groups
(40th, 44th, 93d, 444th, 448th, 449th, 462d, 467th, 468th,
485th, 497th, and 498th) at various locations; and three
single-engine fighter groups (36th, 86th, and 354th) at Bolling
Field. Most of these units were inadequately manned, and the
only unit capable of sustained combat operations and possess-
ing an atomic capability was the 509th Composite Group cf the
58th Very Heavy Bombardment Wing. Except for the 3llth Re-
connaissance Wing, Task Group 1.5, and the three fighter
groups, all these units were reassigned from Headquarters
Strategic Air Command to the Fifteenth Air Force on 31 March
1946 /_'_E__V-__/

Bases Assigned:

The Strategic Air Command assumed jurisdiction of 55 air-
fields and installations, and reassigned 43 of them to the
Fifteenth Air Force on 31 March 1946 / q. v. /. Many of

4

T



STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND ESTABLISHED (Continued)

these stations had been World War II bases and were on an
inactive status or were slated for early abandonment. Of
the 55 bases assigned to the Strategic Air Command on 21
March, 15 were transferred from the command prior to 30
June, and between that time and 31 December another eight
installations were transferred from the command. Follow-
ing are the bases assigned on 21 March:

Abilene Army Air Field, Texas (sub-base of Fort Worth
Army Air Field, Texas)

Alamogordo Army Air Field, New Mexico

Andrews Field, Camp Springs, Maryland (under command
jurisdiction of Bolling Field)

Arlington Auxiliary #4 (satellite of La Junta Army Air Field,
Colorado)

Avon Park Army Air Field, Florida

Bolling Field, Washington, D. C. {under command jurisdiction
of Headquarters Strategic Air Command)

Caddo Mills Auxiliary #l (satellite of Majors Field, Texas)

Cash, Texas, Auxiliary #2 {satellite of Majors Field, Texas)

Castle Field, Merced, California

Center Auxiliary #2, Parma, New Mexico (satellite of Deming
Army Air Field, New Mexico)

Chico Army Air Field, California (sub-base of Castle Field,
California)

Clovis Army Air Field, New Mexico

Davis-Monthan Field, Tucson, Arizona

Deming Army Air Field, New Mexico (sub-base of Alamogordo
Army Air Field, New Mexico)

Dow Field, -Bangor, Maine

Fairmont Army Air Field, Nebraska (sub-base of Grand Island
Army Air Field, Nebraska)

Fort Sumner Army Air Field, New Mexico (satellite of Deming
Army Air Field, New Mexico) {technical ex post factopos-
session only; Fort Sumner Army Air Field was reassigned
to the Corps of Engineers 5 March 1946)

Fort Worth Army Air Field, Texas

Geiger Field, Washington (and Seven Mile Gunnery Range
Auxiliary)

Gowen Army Air Field, Idaho (sub-base of Walla Walla Army
Air Field, Washington) '

Grand Island Army Air Field, Nebraska

5
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STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND ESTABLISHED (Cortinusd)

Great Bend Army Air Field, Kansas (sub-hase of Smoky Hill
Army Arr Field, Kansas)

Greensboro-Highpoint Army Air Field, Greensboro, Noxth
Carolina {under command jurisdiction of Greensboro
Oversea Replacement Depot (ORD})

Greensboro Oversea Replacement Depot (ORD), Greensboro,
North Carolina {under command jurisdiction of Headquar-
ters Strategic Air Command)

Grenier Army Air Field, Manchester, New Hampshire

Harvard Army Air Field, Nebraska (sub-base of Grand Island
Army Air Field, Nebraska)

Headgquarters Area, Colorado Springs, Colorado

Kearney Army Air Field, Nebraska

Kearns Oversea Replacement Depot {ORD), Salt Lake City,
Utzh (under command jurisdiction of Headquarters Strategic
Air Command)

Kirtland Army Air Field, Albuquerque, New Mexico

La Junta Army Air Field, Colorado {sub-base of Clovis Army
Air Figld, New Mexico)

Las Animas Auxiliary #2, Colorado (satellite of La Junta Army
Air Field, Colorado)

MacD:ill Army Air Field; Tampa, Florida

Majors Field, Texas (satellite of Abilene Army Air Field, Texas)

McCook Army Air Field, Nebraska (sub-base of Grand Island
Army Air Field, Nebraska)

Mountain Home Army Air Field, Idaho (sub-base of Walla Walla
Army Air Field, Washington)

Oscoda Army Air Field, Michigan (sub-base /range of Selfridge
Army Air Field, Michigan)

Peterson Field, Colorado Springs, Colorado

Pratt Army Air Field, Kansas (sub-base of Smoky Hill Army
Air Field, Kansas)

Pueblo Army Air Base, Colorado (sub-base of Clovis Army
Air Field, New Mexico)

Rzpid City Army Air Field, Ellsworth, South Dakota
ichmond Army Air Base, Virginia (under command JU.I‘lSdlCthn
of Bolling Field, D. C.)

Rocky Ford Auxiliary #1, Colorado (satellite of L.a Junta Army
Air Field, Colorado)

Roswell Army Air Base, New Mexico

Roswell Auxiliary #3, New Mexico (sub-base of Roswell Army
Air Base, New Mexico)
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STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND ESTABLISHED (Continued)

Salt Lake City Army Air Field, Salt Lake City, Utah (under command
jurisdiction of Kearns ORD)

Selfridge Army Air Field, Mount Clemens, Michigan

Seymour -Johnson Field, Goldsboro, North Carolina

Sioux City Army Air Field, Iowa (sub-base of Smoky Hill Army
Air Field, Kansas)

Sioux Falls Army Air Field, South Dakota

Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Salina, Kansas

South Auxiliary fl, Deming, New Mexico (satellite of Deming Army
Air Field, New Mexico)

South Sulphur Auxiliary #3, Texas (satellite of Majors Field, Texas)

Tonopah Army Air Field, Tonopah, Nevada (sub-baselrange of
Castle Field, California)

Walla Walla Army Air Field, Washington

25 March

Majors Field, Texas (satellite of Abilene Army Air Field, Texas)
(Second Air Force) and its three auxiliaries (Caddo Mills Auxiliary #1;
Cash, Texas, Auxiliary #2; and South Sulphur Auxiliary #3) transferred
to the Corps of Engineers.

30 March

Headquarters Second Air Force Inactivated

Headquarters Second Air Force inactivated at Colorado Springs, Colorado,
and assigned in an inactive status to the Air Defense Command, and its
personnel and equipment used to man Headquarters Fifteenth Air Force,
which was activated the following day.

Headquarters Second Air Force was reactivated by the Strategic
Air Command on 1 November 1949 / g. v. /.

"31 March

Fifteenth Air Force Activated

Location and Command:

Headquarters Fifteenth Air Force,_assigned to the Stfategic Air
Command on 21 March 1946 / q. v. [/, was reactivated from World.-

7
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FIFTEENTH AIR FORCE ACTIVATED (Continued)

1946

War II status at Headquarters Area, Colorado Springs, Colorado,
under the command of Brigadier General Charles F. Born.

General Born retainsd conlmand of the Fifteenth Air Force
until 15 April 1947 / q. v. /.

Second Air Force Activities Continued:

Personnel and equipment of Headquarters Second Air Force,
which had been inactivated the previous day, were used to man
and equip Headquarters Fifteenth Air Force. Practically all
stations and units of the Second Air Force, plus some additional
ones from other sources, were absorbed by the Fifteenth Air
Force, which carried on with the activities in which the Second
Air Force had been engaged.

Mission:

Pending the assignment of a new mission by Headquarters Strategic
Air Command, which occurred on 1 May 1946 /_q. v. /, the

Fifteenth Air Force began operations with the same \_fery Heavy
bombardment mission that had been assigned to the Second Air Force:

To man, equip, operate, and train those groups to be deployed
for "Project Wonderful" /_see below/, and to train and deploy
related tactical and service units.

To supply replacement personnel for oversea replacement
depot (ORD) shipments to various occupational zones.

The Fifteenth Air Force was also responsible, though not as part

of its official mission, for participation in the Army Air Forces
Recruiting Program, an activity which had been begun by the Second
Air Force and which was continued by the Fifteenth Air Force until
30 November 1946 /:c_l._v. _/.

Units Assigned:

As the only major Strategic Air Command operational command,
the Fifteenth Air Force was assigned the Strategic Air Command
bombing force of B-29s and most of the units and bases originally -

v
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1946

assigned to the Strategic Air Command on 21 March, including a
total of 43 bases and 162 units of a wide variety of sizes and types.
Most of the units were of detachment size, many of them were not
on Fifteenth Air Force bases, and some had missions foreign to
that of the Fifteenth Air Force and hence were slated for early
iractivation.

The three most important newly-assigned units were the Headquar-
ters VIII Bomber Command (VH) (Peterson Field, Colorado Springs,
Colorado}; the 58th Very Heavy Bombardment Wing (a tenant at
March Field, California), which was charged with Strategic Air
Command responsibilities pertaining to the atemic bomb; and the 73d
Very Heavy Bombardment Wing (MacDill Army Air Field, Florida).
Below wing level the most important units were the 509th Composite
Group (Roswell Army Air Base, New Mexico) of the 58th Very Heavy
Bombardment Wing, and the twelve Very Heavy bombardment groups

originally assigned to the Strategic Air Command on 21 March:

Bomb Group Location Assignment
40th March:- Field, California 58th Bomb Wing
(tenant)
44th Smoky Hill Army Air VII Bomber Command
Field, Kansas
93d Clovis Army Air VIII Bomber Command
Field, New Mexico
444th Castle Field, California 58th Bomb Wing
448th Fort Worth Army Air V1iI Bomber Command
Field, Texas
449th Grand Island Army Air VIII Bomber Command
Field, Nebraska
462a MacDill Army Air Field, Inactivated same date
Florida
467th Clovis Army Air Field, VIII Bomber Command
New Mexico
468th Roswell Army Air Base, Inactivated same date
New Mexico
485th Smoky Hill Army Air VII Bomber Command
Field, Xansas )
497th MacDill Army Air Field, Inactivated same date
Florida
498th MacDill Army Air Field,

Florida

———

. =

73d Bomb Wing
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Combat Capability Limited:

Strategic Air Command combat capabilities at the time of its establish-
ment, as vested in the Fifteenth Air Force, were extremely limited and
remained sc throughout 1946 and 1947. The 509th Composite Group, the
only combat-ready unit, was preparing for participation in the atomic
test CROSSROADS / see 1 July 1946 "/ as part of Task Group 1.5. The
only other unit that was as adequately manned and possessed any combat
capability was the 498th Very Heavy Bombardment Group of the 73d
Bombardment Wing.

The six Very Heavy bombardment groups assigned to Headquarters
VIII Bomber Command were not only weakly manned but were slated
for special overseas assignment under "Project Wonder{ful' | see
below/. Because the Strategic Air Command was faced with manning
requ?rer'nents that it could not fulfill, on 29 March 1946, two days
prior to their assignment to the Fifteenth Air Force, manning re-
quirements were reduced to 1l:1 for the 462d, 468th, and 497th Very
Heavy Bombardment Groups, and they were later inactivated ef-
fective the same date they were assigned. The two groups assigned
to the 58th Very Heavy Bombardment Wing, the 40th and 444th, were
only partially manned and neither group occupied an important role
in the training program nor had a commmnitment schedule prior to their
inactivation on ! October 1946 / ' q. v._ /

The VIII Bomber Command: '"Project Wonderful':

Headquarters VIII Bomber Command was unmanned when it was as-
signed to the Fifteenth from the Second Air Force and remained so

-+, until 14 May when personnel from the Headquarters 73d Bombard-
“ment Wing, which was inactivated on 31 May / ' q. V. /, were trans-

ferred to it. Headquarters VIII Bomber Command was charged
with executirig "Project Wonderful, ' which had gone into effect on
V-J Day. The project called for the manning, training and
permanent-change-of-station overseas deployment of all Very
Heavy bombardment tactical and service units of the Second

Air Force (44th, 93d, 448th, 449th, 467th, and 485th Groups)

that had originally been scheduled for overseas deployment through
February 1946. The original target date for completion of the
deployment was 1 September 1945, but delays and extensions of

10
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FIFTEENTH AIR FORCE ACTIVATED (Continued)

When the Fifteenth Air Force assumed the Second Air Force
mission, on 31 March 1946, not one "Wonderful" unit had left

the United States, and overseas deployment dates ranged from

1 August to 1l October 1946, In June for all practical purposes
"Project Wonderf{ul' came to an end as il was de-emphasized as

a Fifteenth Air Force mission and soon thereafter abandoned.

The 44th Very Heavy Bombardment Group was inactivated 12

July 1946 [/ q. v. "/ and four of the other five groups (448th, 449%th,
467th, and 485111) were inactivated 4 August 1946 / q. v. / The
93d Very Heavy Bombardment Group was placed on minimum
manning status in July. On 16 August 1946 /[ q. v. / Headquarters
VIII Bomber Command vas reduced to l:l manning “and continued
in that status until it was inactivated on 10 November 1946 / q. v. 7.
Apparently the main reason for the abandonment of "Projec?__—
Wonderful" was the objection of overseas commanders to having
such permanent-change-of-station personnel charged to their total
manpower allotment.

Bases Assigned:

The Fifteenth Air Force assumed jurisdiction of 43 of the 55 fields

and installations assigned to the Strategic Air Command on 21 March
1946.

Major Active Stations (7)

Davis-Monthan Field, Arizona {Very Heavy bombardment training)

Fort Worth Army Air Field, Texas (Very Heavy bombardment training)

Grand Island Army Air Field, Nebraska {Very Heavy bombardment
and reconnaissance training)

MacDill Army Air Field, Florida (Very Heavy bombardment and
reconnaissance training)

Roswell Army Air Base, New Mexico (Very Heavy bombardment
training)

Selfridge Army Air Field, Michigan (Very Long Range fighter
training)

Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Kansas (Very Heavy bombardment and
reconnaissance training)

Active Stations (7)

(reduced manning)

Castle Field, California
Clovis Army Air Field, New Mexico

il
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Grenier Army Air Field, New Hampshire
Kearney Army Air Field, Nebraska
Rapid City Army Air Field, Souti Dakota
Seymour-Johnson Field, North Carolina
Walla Walla Army Air Field, Washington

Inactive (23)

Abilene Army Air Field, Texas {sub-base of Fort Worth Army
Air Field, Texas)

Arlington Auxiliary #4, Colorado (satellite of Lia Junta Army Air
Field, Colorado)

Center Auxiliary #2, New Mexico (satellite of Deming Army Air
Field, New Mexico)

Chico Army Air Field, California (sub-base of Castle Field,
California) .

Deming Army Air Field, New Mexico (sub-base of Alamogordo
Army Air Field, New Mexico)

Dow Field, Bangor, Maine

Fairmont Army Air Field, Nebraska (sub-base of Grand Island
Army Air Field, Nebraska)

Geiger Field, Washington (and Seven Mile Gunnery Range Auxiliary)

Gowen Army Air Field, Idaho (sub-base of Walla Walla Army Air
Field, Washington)

Great Bend Army Air Field, Kansas (sub-base of Smoky Hill Army
Air Field, Kansas)

Harvard Army Air Field, Nebraska (sub-base of Grand Island Army
Air Field, Nebraska)

La Junta Army Air Field, Colorado (sub-base of Clovis Army Air
Field, New Mexico)

Las Animas Auxiliary #2, Colorado (satellite of La Junta Army Air
Field, Colorado)

McCook Army Air Field, Nebraska (sub-base of Grand Island Army
Air Field, Nebraska)

Mountain Home Army Air Field, Idaho {sub-base of Walla Walla
Army Air Field, Washington)

Oscoda Army Air Field, Michigan (sub-base/range of Selfridge
Army Air Field, Michigan)

Pratt Army Air Field, Kansas (sub-base of Smoky Hill Army Air
Field, Kansas) .

Pueblo Army Air Base, Colorado (sub-base of Clovis Army Air
Field, New Mexico)

12
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FIFTEENTH AIR FORCE ACTIVATED (Continued)

Rocky Ford Auxiliary #1, Colorado (satellite of La Junta Army
Air Field, Colorado)

Roswell Auxiliary #3, New Mexico (sub-base of Roswell Army Air
Base, New Mexico)

Sioux City Army Air Field, lowa (sub-base of Smoky Hill Army
Air Field, Kansas)

Sioux Falls Army Air Field, South Dakota

South Auxiliary #], Deming, New Mexico (satellite of Deming Army
Air Field, New Mexico)

Special {6}

Alamogordo Army Air Field, New Mexico, (bombing and gunnery
range)

Avon Park Army Air Field, Florida (inactive bombing and gunnery
range)

Headquarters Area, Colorado Springs, Colorado (Headquarters
Fifteenth Air Force)

Kirtland Army Air Field, New Mexico (Flight Test Section for
atomic bomb)

Peterson Field, Colorado Springs, Colorado (flight facilities
for Headquarters Fifteenth Air Force)

Tonopah Army Air Field, Tonopah, Nevada (inactive sub-base/range
of Castle Field, California) '

31 March

36th, 86th, and 354th Fighter Groups (Single Engine){Headquarters
Strategic Air Command), Bolling Field, D. C., inactivated.

! spril

Eigiht bases and seven sub-bases transferred to the Air Defense Command,
43 bases and 36 sub-bases transferred to the Tactical Air Command, and
one base transferred to the Air Materiel Command.

These bases had never officially been assigned to the Strategic Air
Command. However, apparently because Headquarters Strategic
Air Command was the successor of Headquarters Continental Air
Forces, Headquarters Strategic Air Command handled the assign-

ment of these Continental Air Forces bases to the two other -
newly-activated major commands.
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MEDIUM-RANGE RECONNAISSANCE ACTIVITIES, 1946-1949 (Continued)

the East Reconnaissance Group (Provisional) of the 311th Wing.

In 1948, shortly after the initiation of the Berlin Blockade by the
Russians / see 27 June - 17 July 1948/ reconnaissance forces in
Europe were augmented by the di Spatch of five RB-29s of the 91st
Strategic Reconnaissance Group to the United Kingdom. From then
on until 1950, when there was an even greater expansion of reconnais-
sance activities in Europe, small detachments were continually ro-
tated to Europe. But it was not until late in 1949 that the first recon-
naissance squadfon was rotated to Europe as part of the rotation
program / see 1 December 1949 - 6 March 1950/ In 1948 the 311th
Wing pa.rt1c1pated in the atomic energy test Opera.tmn SANDSTONE
/ see 9 January 1948 - 7 June 1948/

In 1949 and 1950 two 311th Air Division RB-17s accomplished a
geological survey of Brazil by means of aerial photography, in
cooperation with the government of Brazil. The specific purpose of
the project was to survey and locate deposits of highly strategic
minerals and sight possible transportation routes., In the summer
of 1949 a detachment of the 55th Strategic Wing (311th Air Division)}
was assigned to Alaska, where it accomplished two TOP SECRET
mapping projects and 9, 000 miles of acceptable Shoran photography
of the Fairbanks area. Two RB-29s and six C-82s were utilized in
the latter project. Four RB-29s were alsoc committed to various
projects calling for visual and radar photography of the Alaskan
mainland, and two RB-29s werec assigned to Electronic Counter
Measures (ECM) operations designed to determine the nature of
foreign electronic emissions in the area.

30 _April

4

Strategic Air Command assumed jurisdiction of Casper Army Air Field,
Casper, Wyoming, and Pocatello Army Air Field, Pocatello, Idaho,
from the Air Materiel Command and assigned them on an inactive status
to the Fifteenth Air Force.

The two fields were satellited respectively on Rapid City Army Air
Field, South Dakota, and Walla Walla Army Air Field, Washington.
They were transferred out of the command respectively c. 1

August 1950 / q. v. / and 19 September 1948 / q. v. /.

-On 4 August 1946 Casper Army Air Field was placed on active
status for use as a fighter base. However, it was not used in
this capacity during 1946, though it had been expected that the 4th



— ) b
' 1946

Fighter Group / see 9 September 1946 / would be moved from
Selfridge Army Air Field, Michigan, to Casper Army Air Field

by 10 October. Instead the 4th Fighter Group moved to Andrews
Field, Maryland / see 1 April 1947 "/. Casper Army Air Field re-
mained a satellite of R Rapid City Army Air Field until 24 September.
On 4 November 1946 it was again satellited, this time on the 200th
Army Air Forces Base Unit (AAFBU)}, Colorado Springs, Colorado.

30 April

Greensboro Oversea Replacement Depot (ORD), North Carolina, Greens-
boro-Highpoint Army Air Field, North Carolina, Kearns Oversea Re-
placement Depot (ORD), Utah, and Salt Lake Army Air Field, Utah,
transferred from Headquarters Strategic Air Command to the Army

Air Forces Training Command (AAFTC).

l May

First Operational Fighter Unit Activated

56th Fighter Group, Single Engine {(Very Long Range), activated at
Selfridge Army Air Field, Michigan, and assigned to the Fifteenth
Air Force.

The 56th Group had 21 Republic P-47 Thunderbolts assigned to it
when it was activated. In June replacement of the P-47s began.
In that month six North American P-51 Mustangs were assigned,
and by 31 December 1946 the total reached 82. The last P-47
was phased out by 1 April 1947. The first jet (P-80) aircraft
were not assigned to the 56th Group until early in 1947 / see
23-24 April 1947 /.

The 56th Group was reassigned from the Fifteenth Air Force to
Headquarters Strategic Air Corrmand on 1 October 1947 / q. v. 7/,
redesignated as a Fighter Wing on 1 August 1948 /_g___\_/_/, and
transferred to the Continental Air Command on 1 December 1948
la. v /.
Responsibility for long-range fighter-escort training and
operations was not officially assigned to the-Strategic Air

Command as part of its mission until 10 October 1946 / [g. v. /.

19
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. Until 1952 the number of fighter units assigned to the Strategic Air -
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THE FIGHTER PROGRAM, 1946 - 1952

Two Distinct Eras: 1946-1952 and 1953-1956

Fighter activities and capabilities in the first decade of the
Strategic Air Command fall into two distinct eras: 1946-1952 and
1953-1956 / “for fighter activities 1953-1956, see 20 January 1953 /
During the first period all fighter units had a pru‘nary mission

of bomber-escort. It was also a period of great instability and
fluctuation, both in units and individual personnel, which seriously
hampered training. Units were gained and lost regularly, and

the transfer of large numbers of pilots to the Far East following
the outbreak of the Korean conflict / see 25 June 1950 - 27 July 1953 ]
made a very serious inroad into the hghtcr program. A shortage
of suitable up-to-date aircraft was a constant problem. The
1946-1952 period was also characterized by a rather weak fighter
capability, especially in the first half of the period, as compared
to the 1953-1956 era.

By 1952 the fighter program began to recach maturity. In that
year, with the Korean conflict 2lmost ended, 2 greater stability
developed. More important, fighter capability was immeasurably
enhanced by the addition of an air refueling capacity / see 19 July
1948_/. An increased integral range, plus an in- ﬂxght refueling
capability, gave the fighters the mobility they needed to cross
oceans in hours rather than days, and to deploy from one side of
the glote to the other just as the bombardment wings deployed.

The general maturity attained by the fighter program by 1952, and
especially the addition of the air refueling capab lity, culminated
in 1953 in the Fighter-Escort wings being redesignated Strategic
Fighter Wings and undertaking the development of a capability to
deliver nuclear weapons / see 20 January 1953 "/. At the same time
their primary mission was .s changed from bomber-escort to
atomic-weapons delivery. Fighter wings, equipped with nuclear
weapons, became in themselves powerful strategic striking forces.
And in the years 1952-1956, in contrast to the earlier period, the
fighter program was very stable. Two new wings were activated
in 1952, but the wing strength then remained at six throughout 1954
and 1955 and no further changes were anticipated in 1956.

Development of the Fighter Force

Command fluctuated to a considerable degres. Following the activa-
tion of the 56th Fighter Group on 1 May 1946 / see a2bove /, the
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second {ighter group, the 4th, was activated on 9 September
1946 / q. v. [ However, manning of this unit was not begun
until March of 1947 / seel April 1947 /. In1947 three new
fighter groups were ‘activated, the 27th, 33d, and 82d I see
respectively 25 June 1947, 25 August 1947, and 12 April 1947 7/,
their manning being initiated shortly after their activation. In
1947 Headquarters Strategic Air Command assumed jurisdiction
of three of the fighter groups, the 4th, 56th, and 82d / See
respectively 1 April 1947, 10 October 1947, and 1 August t 1947 /
When activated, the 27th and 33d Fighter Groups were assigned
to Headquarters Strategic Air Command, but about a month after
their activation they were assigned respectively to the Eighth Air
Force on 16 July and 16 September 1947 / Q. v._/.

On 1 August 1948 / g. v. "/ the five fighter groups (4th, 27th, 33d,
56th, and 82d) were redesignated fighter wings. To conform to
its authorization o two fighter wings under the 70-group program,
late in 1948 / see 1 December 1948 "/ the Strategic Air Command re-
assigned three of its fighter wing (4th, 33d, and 56th) to the Con-
tinental Air Command; and in mid-1949 / see 22 August 1949 / it
lost still another wing, the 82d, to the same command. This left
assigned to the Strategic Air Command only the 27th Fighter Wing,
which was redesignated a Fighter-Escort Wing on 1 February 1950
/ q- V. / A second wing, the lst Fighter Wing, was assigned to
the comma nd for a comparatively short time. It was assigned on
1 May 1949 / q. v. | 7, but was redesignated a fighter-interceptor
wing on L6 Aprtl 1950 / g. V. / preliminary to its transfer to the
Continental Air Command on 1 July 1950 / q. v. / Thus, at the
end of 1949 Strategic Air Command had only two fighter wings,
neither of which was equipped for long-range missions.

The loss of the lst Fighter -Interceptor Wing on 1l July 1950 was
offset by the gain of the 3lst Fighter-Bomber Wing on the same
date / see 1l July 1950 /. The 3lst Fighter-Bomber Wing was re-
designated as a Fzghter -Escort Wing on 16 July 1950 / q. v._ /.
Under the 95-group program, the number of fighter wings in-
creased {rom two in mid-1950 to seven by the end of April 1951,
only to drop to three by the end of the year. The third fighter-_
escort wing, the 12th, was activated on 1 November 1950 / q. v. /.
Four more fighter wings were added to the fighter force early in
1951, when four Air National Guard Units, the 108th, 13}st, 1324,
and the 146th, were called to active duty and assigned to the
Strategic Air Command / see 10 March 1951, 16 March 1951, . -
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16 April 1951 and 17 Apr:l 1951 /. These four wings, however,
were assigned_fér only a short time, being redesignated _
fighter-bomber wings a short time after their assignment / see
9 April 1951 and 1 June 1951 / and reassigned to the Tactical Air
Command on 16 November 195! L—q. v. /.

The 508th Fighter-Escort Wing was activated on 1 July 1952 /g. v. {,
bringing the number of wings to four: the IZth,_Z?th, 3lst, and —_
508th. Two new wings were activated in 1953 / see 20 January 1953 /,
and the number of fighter wings remained at six throughout 1954 and
1955 and no further activations or inactivations were anticipated in

1956.

Fighter Aircraft

The lack of fighter aircraft with an adequate long-range capability
was a very serious problem until 1952, hindering the development

of an effective bomber-escoxrt program. In 1952 fighter wings de-
veloped an air refueling capability and improved models of the F-84,
Gs and Fs, were assigned to the command. However, in 1946 the
Strategic Air Command®s fighter aircraft consisted of a few obsolete
World War II propellor-driven aircraft. World War Il tactics would
have been necessary if fighter units had been required to support
bomber operations.

In 1947 the first jets (P-80s) were received / see 23-24 April 1947 /.
The P-80s, which were assigned to the 4th and 56th Fighter Groups
and which replaced propellor-driven Republic P-47 Thunderbolts,
were considered tactically reliable, but their range was limited.

In 1948 a jet with a greater range, the Republic F-84E Thunderjet,
was introduced into the command, along with some propelloxr-driven
North American F-82 Twin Mustangs. The three fighter wings
activated in 1947, the 27th, 33d and 82d, were originally equipped
with propellor-driven North American P-51 Mustangs [ see 12 April
1947, 25 June 1947, 16 July 1947, and 25 August 1947 /. The 27th
Wing equipped with F-82s in 1948, 2nd in 1950 it converted to F-84Es.
In 1948 the 33d Wing converted to F-84Es prior to its transfer to the |
Continental Air Command on | December 1948 / q. v. /. The 82d ;
Wing retained its F-51s until it was transferred to the Continental
Air Command on 22 August 1949/ q. v._/.

Though'a great improvement over propellor-driven aircraft, the

F-84Es presented many maintenance difficulties because of short L

engine life and the need for excessive engine changes. However, 'y g
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THE FIGHTER PROGRAM, 1946 - 1952 {Corntinued)

on | December 1948 /'_q. v.—/ the Strategic Air Command momentarily
lost all its jet aircraft when the 4th {F-80s), 33d (F-84Es), and the
56th (F-80s) Fighter Wings were reassigned to the Continental Air
Command. The Ist Fighter Wing, assigned to the Strategic Air Com-
mand for a few months in 1949-1950 / see 1 May 1949 and 1 July 1950 -/
was equipped with North American F-86 Sabres, which had little
long-range potential and were used primarily as an interceptor. All
F-5ls were phased out of the command by the end of 1949, but three
of the four Air National Guard Urits assigned to the command for a
short time in 1951 were equipped with F-5ls, one of thern being
equipped with F-47s. The 31st Wing, assigned to the Strategic Air
Command on 1 July 1950 [ ' q. v. [ 7/, was equipped with F- 84Es. The
12th Fighter-Escort Wing, activated on 1 November 1950 /[ c [q. v.! .
equipped with F-84Es in 1951. Late in 1951 F-84Gs, possessing an
air refueling capability, were introduced _into the command, and the
conversion program continued into 1953 / see 19 July 1948 and 20
January 1953 /. The 508th Fighter- -Escort Wing, activated on 1

July 1952 [ q. v._/, began equipping with F-84Gs in 1953.

Fighter Activities

Fighter-escort strength of the Strategic Air Command in the first

few years of its existence, as in the bombardment l see 31 March 1946/
and reconnaissance / see 22 April 1946 /programs, was extremely
limited. Fighter capablllhes were restricted by obsolete World War
Il aircraft and by extreme fluctuations in units and personnel. But,

like the bombardment and reconnaissance programs, the fighter
program gradually developed into a strong strategic force. During

the 1946-1952 period several distinct trends are evident.

In 1946 and 1947 fighter units were beginning their conversion from
Conventional World War II-type aircraft to jets. The units were also
hampered by numerous, supply, organizationa]. and manning problems.
During these early years their most important operational training,
like that of bombardment and reconnaissance units, was in the Arctic
/ see 29 October 1946 > /. In the winter of 1946-1947 one squadron of
the 56th Fighter Group trained in Alaska / see 18 December 1346 /,
and the entire 82d Fighter Group deployed to Alaska in 1948 l see 1
April - 30 June 1948 /.

By the end of 1949 Strategic Air Command fighter strength was re-
duced to two wings, the 27th Fighter-Escort Wing and the lst Fighter
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Wing, neither of which was prepared for long-range missions. As

a result, fighter aircraft had to be excluded from war plans calling
for long-range missions. Strategic Air Command fighter resources
were further depleted following the outbreak of the Korean conflict
in 1950, when the 27th Fighter-Escort Wing was assigned to the_
Far East to support United States Air Force operations there /_g_gg_
25 June 1950 - 27 July 1953/ The transfer of 90 fighter pilots to
the Far East at the same time further decimated fighter personnel
ranks. The loss of these experienced pilots was keenly felt,
especially because of the activation of a new wing, the 12th, onl
November 1950 / q. V., / At the same time, there was an input

of inexperi ienced Reserve personnel into the command, and discharges
and transfer quotas further reduced the fighter personnel ranks. On
the positive side, the Korean conflict brought about a renewed re-
cognition of the place of fighter-escort operations in modern aerial
warfare. Therefore, in late 1950 and 1951 the proportional increase
in fighter units far exceedéd that in bombardment units.

From 1948 through 1952 the Strategic Air Command pioneered the
trans-oceanic mass jet flights that later came to be accepted as
routine by other United States Air Force commands. It was with
good reason that the Strategic Air Command emphasized this acti-
vity. Before jet fighters could effectively support bombers in their
global missions, a way had to be found to make them more mobile and
to deploy them rapidly from the Zone of the Interior to either Europe
or the Far East. Otherwise the advantage of speed would be sacri-
ficed because of overnight stops.

From 1948 through 1951 the trans-oceanic mass flights were ac-
complished without the advantage of air refueling. Therefore, the

jets had to make numerous stops enroute. The first of the pioneer-

“u. ing flights was known as FOX ABLE ONE, and consisted of the flight

“of 16 P- 80s of the 56th Fighter Group to the United Kingdom on 16

July 1948 /. q. v. / Late in 1950 / see 15 September - 28 October 1950 /
in FOX ABLE THREE the 27th F1ghter -Escort Wing ferried 180 F- B4Es
from Bergstrom Air Force Base, Texas, to Germany. A smaller- scale
mass flight of 55 F-82s to the Caribbean was made by the 27th Fighter
Wing during the period 1-10 February 1949 / q. v. "/. FOX ABLE TEN,
accomplished by the 3lst Fighter -Escort Wing late in 1950 / see 14
December 1950 - 6 January 1951 /, consisted of the deployment nt of

the entire wing to England. The unit returned less aircraft to the
United States in July 1951, being replaced by the 12th Fighter-Escort
Wing, which deployed to England less aircraft / see 16 July - 22
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December 1951 /. In mid-1950 FOX ABLE SIX was accomplished

by the 20th Fighter-Bomber Group (Continental Air Command)

under the operatioral control of the Strategic Air Command [ see

18 July - 12 August 1950/, the group deploying to the United I_(imom.
Its return flight to the United States was known as FOX ABLE EIGHT.

In 1952 two epochal transpacific mass air refueling flights were made.
The first of these, FOX PETER ONE, was performed during the
period 4-17 July 1952 / g. v. 7 by the 3lst Fighter-Escort Wing, when
it deployed from Turner Air Force Base, Georgia to Japan. Air re-
fueling was accomplished on the Travis-Hickam leg of the flight. Ac-
complished on very short notice and at a time when fighter units had
little air refueling expe rience, the flight brought out several defici-
encies and problems in the air refueling of fighter aircraft that needed
correcting. Late in July 1952 _/__see €. 26 July 1952 / 46 aircraft of
the 27th Fighter-Escort Wing tested the basie tactics for mass air
refueling that had been developed during FOX PETER ONE in Opera-
tion CHECKQUT, during which they provided fighter escort for
bombers ""striking" at Chicago. Capitalizing on the lessons learned

during FOX PETER ONE and Operation CHECKOUT, in October the 2 7th

Fighter-Escort Wing made the second record-breaking transpacific
flight of the year, FOX PETER TWO. Even though mass refueling was
accomplished on two legs of the flight (Travis-Hickam and Midway-

Misawa) instead of only on the Travis-Hickam leg as in FOX PFTER ONE
and was therefore much more difficult, the flight was conducted with ex-

ceptional success. This was in marked contrast to the first mass re-
fueling flight of 1952 which the 27th Wing had made in June of 1952

/ see 17-20 June 1952 /, from Bergstrom Air Force Base, Texas, to
Ramey Air Force Base, Puerto Rico, and during which scores of dif-
ficulties were encountered. . By the time of FOX PETER TWO, mass
air refueling flights had come of age, and a new dimension had been
added to fighter strength.

1 May

Fifteenth Air Force Mission Revised; Atomic Mission Assigned

Until 1 May the Fifteenth Air Force was charged with the same mission

as that of its predecessor, the Second Ajr Force / see p. 8/. On that
date the Fifteenth Air Force was assigned a new st_r-a—t;gic b—o_mba.rdment
mission by Headquarters Strategic Air Command. The Fifteenth Air
Force was charged with manning, training, and equipping the 58th -

25
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Bombardment Wing and any other assigned units, and maintaining these
units in a state of readiness to permit the conduct of long-range offensive
air operations in any part of the world, either independently or in coopera-
tion with land and naval forces. It was further charged with training units
and crews for maintenance of Strategic Striking Force units assigned to
separate theaters. The Fifteenth Air Force was also assigned responsibi-
lity for the manning, training, and equipping of the 3llth Reconnaissance
Wing and the accomplishment of such photographic or reconnaissance_
missions in the Zone of the Interior as required / see following entry /.
Finally, the Fifteenth Air Force was directed to develop the 58th Win_é

as the sole Army Air Forces agency to coordinate and direct Army Air
Forces activities concerned with the atomic bomb. The 58th Wing was
also to assist the Manhattan District in aerial experimentation and develop-
ment, and to act as the Army Air Forces Liaison Agency with the Manhattan
District.

" No further change was made in the Fifteenth Air Force mission until
1 November 1946 /__q. v._/.

1 May

31ith Reconnaissance Wing reassigned from Headquarters Strategic

Air Command to the Fifteenth Air Force for administration and logistical
support. Headquarters Strategic Air Command retained operational con-
trol of the unit, though the Fifteenth Air Force was charged with this
responsibility by its mission [ see above entry /.

On 1 Aprii 1947 _/_—3. v.j Headquarters Strategic Air Command took
over complete control of the unit.

1 May

“\Rocky Ford Auxiliary #1 and Las Animas Auxiliary #2, Colorado
(Fifteenth Air Force), both satellites of La Junta Army Air Field,
Colorado, transferred to the Corps of Engineers.

4-9 May

Relocation of 58th Very Heavy Bombardment Wing Units

Because Headquarters 58th Bombardment Wing (Fifteenth Air Force)
and its assigned 40th Bombardment Group were on tenant status at
March Field, California, a base not destined for Fifteenth Air Force
use, the two organizations were relocated. The Wing Headquarters

1
o r

arpdty Javsd cyak




completed its move to Fort Worth Army Air Field, Texas, on 6 May,
and the 40th Group began operations at Davis- Monthan Field, Arizona,
on 4 May. To make Castle Field, California, available for use by the
93d Bombardment Group (VIII Bomber Command) / see 29 May 1946 /
and to provide for better geographical control of 58th_Wing units, the
444th Bombardment Group was moved from Castle Field, California,

to Davis-Monthan Field, Arizona, beginning operations there on 9 May.
The other tactical unit of the 58th Wing, the 509th Composite Group, re-
mained in place at Roswell Army Air Base, New Mexico.

6 May

Headquarters VIII Bomber Command (VH) (Fifteenth Air Force) began
operations at MacDill Army Air Field, Florida, following its move from
Peterson Field, Colorado.

For activities of the VIII Bomber Command, sce pp. 10-11.

9 May

Geiger Field, Washington (and Seven Mile Gunnery Range Auxiliary)
(Fiftee nth Air Force) transferred to the Army Air Forces Technical
Training Command (AAFT TC).

9 May

498th Very Heavy Bombardment Group, the only group assigned to the
73d Bombardment Wing, reassigned to Headquarters Fifteenth Air Force.

The 73d Wing was inactivated on 31 May 1946 _/__q. v.:/.

29 May

93d Very Heavy Bombardment Group began operations at Castle Field,
California, following its move from Clovis Army Air Field, New Mexico.

31 May

Headquarters 73d Very Heavy Bombardment Wing (Fifteenth Air Force)
inactivated at MacDill Army Air Field, Florida.
On 14 May it had been reduced to 1:1 strength and its personnel trans-
ferred to the unmanned Headquarters VIII Bomber Command, which
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had recently completed its move to MacDill Army Air Field
from Peterson Field, Colorado /__s_e_e_ 6 May 1946 /.

The inactivation of the 73d Wing left the Strategic Air Command
with only one wing, the 58th,
1 June
Chico Army Air Field, California (Fifteenth Air Force), sub-base of
Castle Field, California, transferred to the Corps of Engineers.
7 Jurne

Headquarters Eighth Air Force Assigned

Headquarters Eighth Air Force relieved from assignment to the United
States Army Forces, Pacific, transferred less personnel and equipment
to MacDill Army Air Field, Florida, and assigned to the Strategic Air
Command .

Manning of the Headquarters did not begin until 20 July 1946 / q. v.:/.
It was attached to the Fifteenth Air Force for administration from

1 August to 1 November 1946, moved to Fort Worth Army Air Field,
Texas, on 1 November 1946 /_q. v. [/, and became operational there
on 19 November 1946 /:q_.__v_.:/-.__—_

15 June ff.

Support of Air Defense Command Reserve Training Program

_ An Air Reserve Training Program was established in June 1946 by the
“*Air Defense Command (ADC). The Air Defense Command was authorized
by the Army Air Forces to activate Army Air Force Base Units (AAFBUs)
at eight bases, all of which were Strategic Air Command bases or were
satellites of Strategic Air Command bases:

Romulus, Michigan (parent base Selfridge Army Air Field, Michigan)

Andrews Field, Maryland

Grenier Army Air Field, New Hampshire

Hensley Field, Texas (parent base Fort Worth Army Air Field, Texas)

Richmond Army Air Base, Virginia (parent base Bolling Field, D. C.}

Wold-Chamberlain Field, Minnesota (parent base Rapid City Army Air
Field, South Dakota) -

Dow Field, Maine
Offutt Field, Nebraska (parent base Kearney Army Air Field, Nebraska)
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The Base Unit at Romulus was a2ctivated on 15 June, and the other
seven onl July. T-6 arnd T-1l aircraft were to be used for Reserve
training. Strategic Air Command base commanders wers directed

to render assistance within the limitations of facilities to Reserve
detachment commanders, including messing facilities, transportation,
tools and equipment, and other similar support.

Though the Strategic Air Command was not oificially assigned
responsibility for supporting the Reserve or Air National Guard
Programs as part of its mission until 19 December 1947 [__u.:/,
such responsibility was assigned to the Eighth and Fifteenth Air _
Forces on 1 November 1946 L‘L_l’_‘._/ ard 4 November 1946 Lq;_i.__/.

SUPPORT OF RESERVE PROGRAM, 1946-1956

From 1946 to 1956 the Strategic Air Command continued to support
the United States Air Force Reserve Program and Air National Guard
Program in every way possible. Training was given to all Reserve
or Air National Guard personnel that could be absorbed by stations
and units. Usually the personnel trained resided within a2 50-mile
radius of Strategic Air Command bases. Flying and ground training
was given to Reservists or Guardsmen during the normal work week
when possible and on weekends to the maximum extent. Flying train-
ing was accomplished by the utilization of Reserve personnel as ad-
ditional crew members on tactical ajrcraft. The Strategic Air Com-
mand also furnished demonstration units for active duty training
periods of Reserve personnel. Beginning in 1952 Strategic Air Com-
mand also conducted annual summer encampments for the Air Force
Reserve Officers Training Corps, /_see 23 June - 23 July 1952 /.

15 Ju;1e

Sioux Falls Army Air Field, South Dakota (Fifteenth Air Force), trans-
ferred to the Corps of Engineers,

30 June

Richmond Army Air Base, Virginia, which had been under the command

jurisdiction of Bolling Field, D. C., transferred to the Air Defense Command.

30 June

Headquarters Strategic Air Command assumed jurisdiction of Bowman -

" Field, Louisville, Kentucky, and Headquarters Army Air Forces Person-

r For “~=nal Distribution

nel Distribution Command from t
Command (AA F PDC).
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Headquarters Army Air Forces Personrel Distribution Command
was immediately placed on temporary inactive status and was later
inactivated effective the same date asits assignment. Bowman
Field was transferred to the Corps of Engineers on 15 October
1946 / q. v.__/.

1 July

A Strategic Air Command B-29, "Dave'!s Dream, " under the control
of Task Group 1.5 {Provisional) (Strategic Air Command), the Army
Air Forces component of Task Force One, dropped a Nagasaki-type
atomic bomb from 30,000 feet on 73 former Japanese naval vessels 61f
Bikini Atoll on Able Day of Operation CROSSROADS. Five ships were
sunk and nine heavily damaged.

s
£

On 25 July a second atomic bomb was exploded underwater, resulting
in tremendous damage to the test vessels.

These were the fourth and {ifth atoinic explosions by the United
States. The first had occurred on 16 July 1945 at Alamogordo,
New Mexico, and the second and third on 6 August 1945 and 9
August 1945 respectively at Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

For Strategic Air Command participation in other nuclear-
energy exercises, see 15 April 1948 (Operation SANDSTONE),
27 January 1951 (Operation RANGER), 1 April 1952 (Operation
TUMBLE-SNAPPER), 16 November 1952 (Operation IVY), 17
March 1953 (Operation UPSHOT -KNOTHOLE)}, and 1 March 1954
(Operation CASTLE).

PARTICIPATION IN OPERATION CROSSROADS
Earliest Strategic Air Command Activity in Atomic Program

Participation in Operation CROSSRCADS was one of the most
important activities of the newly-activated Strategic Air Command,
the other most important activity being Arctic training / see 29
October 1946_/

Task Force One was under the command of Vice Admiral Blandy,

United States Navy, and the operational control cf the Joint Chiefs
of Staff. The Task Group 1.5 force consisted of B-29 aircraft and
crews competing for the privilege of dropping the bomb, the B-29s

30
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and crews earmarked for dropping blast-gauge instruments, the
C-54s and crews who provided the airlift from the United States,
photo ships and technicians, supply aircraft and engineering person-
nel, aircraft and crews for weather reconnaissance, and public
relations personnel and official observers.

Task Group 1.5, which was responsible for all Army Air Forces
participation in CROSSROADS, was staffed by some 2,200 Strategic
Air Command personnel and operated under the command during its
organization and training period at Roswell Army Air Rase, New
Mexico. The Group was originally activated on 13 February 1946
under the Continental Air Forces, and was ass1gned to the Strateglc
Air Command at the time of its activation /_see 21 March 1946 /.
Shortly after President Truman's approval of the CROSSROADS
project on 10 January, Brigadier General Roger M. Ramey, com-
manding general of the Strategic Air Command's 58th Very Heavy
Bombardment Wing, was appointed as commander of Task Group
1.5. On 7 May 1946 Strategic Air Command responsibility ended
when overseas deployment of the Group was completed.

The 320th Troop Carrier Squadron of the 509th Group used 26 C-54s
to airlift personnel.and equipment to and from the tests. On com-
pletion of its part in the exercise, the aircraft and personnel of the
320th. Squadron were absorbed by the newly-activated 1st Air Trans-
port Unit / _see 10 July 1946 / The flygway kit concept was fostered
during CROSSROADS, and problems encountered in mobility during
the exercise focussed on the need for a more effective Strategic Air
Command mobility plan, which was finally estabhshed in 1948 / see
1 March 1948 /

Assigned to Task Group 1.5, which consisted essentially of the 509th
Composite Group with auvgmentation, were an Air Attack Unit 1. 51,
Air Photographic Unit 1.52, Air Instrumentation and Test Require-
ment Unit 1. 53, Air Transport Unit 1.54, Air Service,Unit 1,55, Air
Orientation Unit 1.56, and Air Weather Reconnaiseance Unit 1.57.
The 509th Composite Group and all Strategic Air Command personnel
who participated in the test were attached to Task Group l.'5.for the
duration of the exercis e but remained assigned to the Strategic Air
Command.

The 509th Composite Group, originally activated and manned in
December 1944, was the Army Air Forces unit which employed the
first atomic bombs to be used in warfare at Hiroshima and Nagasaki
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in August of 1945. The group brought to Operation CROSSROADS

all the experience they had gained during the training period for

and the actual dropping of these first two bombs. The original
group consisted of approximately I, 500 officers and included one
bomb squadron, a special ordnance squadron, a troop carrier
squadron, and a service group, which were augmented in Jdnuary
and February 1946 for the CROSSROADS project. During a training
period of five months, involving the dropping of more than 70
facsimiles of the atomic bomb, a great many new lessons were
learned that made an atomic bomb group unique among B-29 groups.

Task Group 1.5 was inactivated on 15 Novernber 1946.
10 July

lst Air Transport Unit activated at Roswell Army Air Base, New
Mexico, and assigned to the Fifteenth Air Force.

The unit absorbed the personnel and aircraft of the 320th Troop
Carrier Squadron, 509th Composite Group, which was finishing its
activities in Operatxon CROSSROADS / see 1 July 1946 .

On 1 November 1946 / q. v. __/ the 1st Air Transport Unit was re-
assigned from the szteenth to the Eighth Air Force. On 23

September 1947 / g. v. / it moved to Fort Worth Army Air Field,
Texas, onl June 1948 / [ q. v. ~/ was redesignated the 1lst Strategic
Support Unit, on 14 December 1948 / / 9. v. / moved to Biggs Air Force
Base, Texas, and on 14 January 1949 / [q. v. "/ was redesignated the
lst Strategic Support Squadron.

For history of Strategic Air Command air transport program,
see 14 January 1949,

12 July

44th Very Heavy Bombardment Group (Smoky Hill Army Air Field,
Kansas), a Fifteenth Air Force '"Project Wonderful' unit / see pp-
10-11 / that had never had more than three people ass1gned to it it,
was inactivated.
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Planned Relocation of Headquarters Strategic Air Command and
Headquarters Fifteenth Air Force

15 July - 28 August

On 15 July, the Army Air Forces advised Headquarters Strategic Air
Command that it would be moved to the Midwest. By the end of the
month, the decision was made to move the Head.qiarters to Headquar-
ters Area, Colorado Springs, Colorado, and to move Headquarters
Fifteenth Air Force from that location to Fort George Wright, Spokane,
Washington. A liaison officer was sent to Colorado Springs in early
August to secure quarters for Headquarters Strategic Air Command
personnel. Orders were issued and some personnel had shipped their
household goods and were enroute to the new location when suddenly
the movement orders were rescinded on 28 August 1946. The same
situation existed at Colorado Springs, where the exodus to Fort George
Wright had begun.

When the move of Headquarters Strategic Air Command to Colorado
Springs was cancelled, two other locations were considered as a
site for the Headquarters: Fort George Wright and Fort Worth,
Texas. However, Headquarters Strategic Air Command remained
at Bolling Field, D. C. until 21 October 1946 / q. v./, when it
moved to Andrews Field, Maryland. Andrews Field had originally
been rehabilitated for use by Headquarters Continental Air Forces
and it was logical that its successor, Headquarters Strategic Air
Command, should move there.

20 July

Manning of Headquarters Eighth Air Force Initiated

Manning of Headquarters Eighth Air Force, which had been assigned

to the Strategic Air Command on 7 June 1946 / q. v. [ at MacDill Army
Air Field, Florida, was initiated by the activation of the 39th Army Air
Forces Base Unit (AAFBU) at a strength of 1:l.

From 1 August to 1l November Headquarters Eighth Air Force was
attached to the Fifteenth Air Force for administration and manning.
On 16 August Headquarters Eighth Air Force received its first
substantial assignment of manpower when personnel from Head-
quarters VIII Bomber Command, which was reduced to 1:1 manning,
were assigned to it. -
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Headquarters Eighth Air Force moved to Fort Worth

Army Air Field, Texas, onl November 1946 [ q. v. /,

but did not become operational there until 19 November 1946

/__q. v:/
25 July
Army Air Forces Staging Areas established at four Fifteenth Air
Force bases: MacDill Army Air Field, Florida; Smoky Hill Army Air
Field, Kansas; Fort Worth Army Air Field, Texas; and Grand Island
Army Air Field, Nebraska.
30 July
509th Composite Group of the 58th Very Heavy Bombardment Wing
(Fiftcenth Air Force) redesignated the 509th Very Heavy Bombardment
Gr oup.

2 August

Project No. 5 (Operations FLOODLIGHT .and POLARIS) Initiated

Before being transferred to the Alaskan Air Command on 19 August 1946
[ q. v./, the 46th Reconnaissance Squadron, Very Long Range, Photo-
Weather (later redesignated 72d Reconnaissance Squadron) had begun
Project No. 5. This project consisted of aerial reconnaissance of the
North Polar Area / for significance of Arctic operations during 1946-
1948, see 29 October 1946 /. Special attention was given to undiscovered
land masses, the accumulation of meteorological data, and the possibility
of a polar air route from Alaska to Iceland. The project was divided into

“two phases:

Operation FLOODLIGHT: Search for Land Masses

Operation FLOODLIGHT was begun in August 1946 and was completed

long after the unit had passed out of Strategic Air Command control,

in September 1948. Seventeen flights were made over the North Pole,

and 288, 000 nautical miles of flying were accomplished. During the
course of 103 missions and 1,500 flying hours, it was determined

that there was no land in the polar area covered, but a large ice

field was discovered on which aircraft could be landed or a weather
station established. "Target No. 1," as this phenomenon cametobeknown,
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was discovered in August 1946, soon after the FLOODLIGHT
flights began. The area was roughly 16 x 18 nautical miles,

and was originally discovered about 310 nautical miles north
of Point Barrow, Alaska.

Operation POLARIS: Study of Trans-Polar Air Route

Operation POLARIS was accomplished tc determine the feasibility
of regularly-scheduled Air Transport Command flights between
Iceland and Alaska. The 46th Reconnaissance Squadron investigated
navigational and communication difficulties involved and suggested
procedures for overcoming them. The unit also studied the circula-
tion of the Polar Air Mass and completed photographic and visual
reconnaissance of landmarks along the proposed route in order to
aid any future operations. By July 1947, after the unit had been
transferred from the command, it had gone beyond the original
directive by investigating magnetic variation and the true location

of the Magnetic Pole, constructing a radar mosaic of the area,
determining possible sites for emergency landing strips and
weather stations, and recording weather data. Sixty-four missions
had been credited to POLARIS by the end of 1947, and when
FLOODLIGHT was completed in September 1948 the POLARIS project
had only proceeded as far as the northern tip of Greenland. By the
end of 1947 no deicision had been reached concerning the feasibility
of an Iceland-Alaska route.

3 August

Sioux City Army Air Field, lowa (Fifteenth Air Force), transferred to
the Corps of Engineers.

4 August

448th, 449th, 467th, 486th (all "Project Wonderful" units / see pp. 10-11 /)
and the 498th Very Heavy Bombardment Groups were inactivated and in
their places were activated respectively five Very Heavy bombardment
groups bearing historically famous numerical designations: 92d, 28th,
30lst, 97th, and 307th. Personnel and equipment of the inactivated units
were utilized in manning and equipping the new groups.

The new units, which were all assigned to the Fifteenth Air Force,
were located respectively at Fort Worth Army Air Field, Texas;
Grand Island Army Air Field, Nebraska; Clovis Army Air Field,
New Mexico; Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Kansas; and MacDill
Army Air Field, Florida.
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The 92d, 97th, and 307th Groups were on training status throughout
the remainder of 1946, but the 30lst Group was on minimum manning
status throughout the year. The 28th Bombardment Group was _
assipgned to Alaska for Arctic training on 29 October 1946 /:u._/.

15 August

Strategic Air Command assumed jurisdiction of Fort George Wright,
Spokane, Washington, from the Air Materiel Command and assigned it
to the Fifteenth Air Force.

The base was apparently acquired as a site for Headquarters
Fifteenth Air Force, which was expected to move to Fort George
Wright / see 15 July - 28 August 1946 /. When this action was
cancelled, the base was transferred out of the command on 14
December 1946 / q. v.__/.

16 August

Headquarters VIII Bomber Command (VH), MacDill Army Air Field,
Florida (Fifteenth Air Force) reduced to 1:l manmn_g_ because of
cancellation of "Project Wonderful" / sce pp. 10-11/.

Personnel of the Headquarters were reassigned to Headquarters
Eighth Air Force / see 20 July 1946 7.

19 August

46th Reconnaissance Squadron, Very Long Range, Photo-Weather
transferred to the Alaskan Air Command.

The Strategic Air Command, however, continued to receive technical
.. and scientific data from the unit.

The 46th Reconnaissance Squadron had originally been assigned
to the Strategic Air Command on 21 March 1946, and at that
time had been attached to the 449th Very Heavy Bombardment
Group, Grand Island Army Air Field, Nebraska.

Shortly before its transfer to the Alaskan Air Command the
squadron had initiated Project No. 5 / see 2 August 1946 /.

21 August
Eighth Air Force Mission Assigned

Thou§h the Eighth Air Force did not become operational until 19 November

1946 ' q. /, on 21 August its W_ed_tp Headquarters

——— m—
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Eighth Air Force. It was given responsibility for manning, training,
and equipping units capable of employing the latest available equip-
ment for long-range offensive air operations; and for training, ad-
ministering, operating, and providing logistical support for all Strate-
gic Air Command units deployed to the North Atlantic and North Pacific
areas. The Eighth Air Force was also to be prepared to take over com-
mand jurisdictio: of air bases and other War Department installations
located in those areas.

No further change was made in the Eighth Air Force mission until
4 November 1946 [ q. v. /

25 August
Army Air Forces Staging Areas established by the Fifteenth Air Force

at Davis-Monthan Field, Arizona, and Roswell Army Air Base, New
Mexico.

SeEtember

Beginning of Flying Safety Program

At Army Air Forces direction, flying safety schools were established in
each unit having flying officers assigned. These schools reviewed and
studied accidents so that pilets would learn from past mistakes.

FLYING SAFETY PROGRAM, 1946-1949

The Strategic Air Command Flying Safety Program in the period
1946-1949 developed very slowly, paralleling other command activity,
/ “for 1950-1956 Flying Safety activities, see -- June 1950 / As a
matter of fact, it was not until 1950, when the command underwent
a tremendous expansion prograrn, that the program reached full
maturity. In the early years of the command Flying Safety was a
relatively minor relegated duty, being mostly concerned with re-
viewing and evaluating accident and trend factors that would
indicate a need for corrective action to prevent recurrence of
similar-type accidents. This emphasis on the investigative phase
of aircraft accidents produced results, lowering the accident rate
approximately 50 percent in the period 1946-1950, but was far less
effective than the new, more comprehensive program that went into
effect in 1950.

Early in 1947 all levels of command, down to base level, were re-
quired to appoint part-time flying safety officers. These positions”
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FLYING SAFETY PROGRAM, 1946-1949 (Continued)

were originally established in the office of the Air Inspector,

but in March 1947 were transferred from the Air Inspector to
A-3, Operations. Strategic Air Command Regulation 62 -3,
""Flying Safety, ' 31 August 1948, extended the requirement for

a part-time flying safety officer from base to squadron level.

In 1948 standardization boards were also established for each
bomber and reconnaissance group in the command. These boards
conducted emergency procedure checks to insure standardization
of emergency procedures and to evaluate the proficiency of all
crews in these procedures.

In 1949 more personnel were added to the Flying Safety Program.
Standard Operating Procedures were improved; standardization
boards began to function effectively, checking crews in Standard
Operating Procedures and emergency procedures. Special atten-
tion was given during Operational Readiness Tests (ORTs) to
briefing procedures. A transition school was established to
provide formal standardized transition for airnlane commanders,
pilots, and engineers / see-- March 1949 /. New and refined
procedures developed by the school were incorporated in Strategic
Air Command manuals. All pilots were required as Standard Operating
Procedures to make all landings Ground Controlled Approach.

4 September

Dow Field, Maine (Fifteenth Air Force), transferred to the Air Defense
Command.

This installation, acquired by the Strategic Air Command on 21 March
1946 / [ q. v. "/, had on 7 May 1946 been satellited on Grenier Army
Air Field, New Hampshire. Strategic Air Command reassumed
jurisdiction of Dow Air Force Base onl April 1951 / ' q. v. /,
transferred it to Tactical Air Command on 15 November 1951

/ g. v. /. and reassumed jurisdiction of the base on 1 July 1952

I  g. v. / As of 21 March 1956 the base was still assigned to the

¢ omm and.
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9 September

- 4th Fighter Group, Single Engine (Very Long Range), activated at
Selfridge Army Air Field, Michigan, and assigned to the Fifteenth Air
Force.
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The unit was on minimum manning status throughout 1946 and
through February of 1947. Originally slated for transfer to

Casper Army Air Field, Wyoming, late in 1946 or early in

1947 / see 30 April 1946 /, the unit was instead moved to Andrews
Field, Maryland on 1 April 1947 / q. v. /, where it was manned and
equipped with P-80 jet aircraft /:s_e__-TZE—Ztl April 1941_/.

] October

40th and 444th Very Heavy Bombardment Groups, both located at
Davis-Monthan Field, Ariznna and assigned to the 58th Very Heavy
Bombardment Wing {atomic), were inactivated. In their place were
activated two new groups bearing historically-famous numerical
designations: the 7th Very Heavy Bombardment Group and the 43d
Very Heavy Bombardment Group. The 7th was activated at Fort Worth
Army Air Field, Texas, and the 43d at Davis-Monthan Field. Person-
nel of the inactivated 40th and 444th Groups were absorbed by the newly-
activated 43d Group, and 25 days later {(on 25 October, Q. V.) person-
nel of the 92d Bombardment Group, located at Fort Worth, were trans-
ferred to the newly-activated 7th Group and the 92d Group transferred
less personnel and equipment to Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Kansas.

Strategic Air Command bombardment groups as of 1 October 1946

totaled nine: the 7th, 28th, 43d, 92d, 934, 97th, 301st, 307th, and
509th. Three of these, the 92d, 93d, and 30lst, were on minimum
manning status, and only three of the other six groups were active.

1 October

Clovis Army Air Field, New Mexico, and its sub-bases Pueblo Army

Air Base, Colorado, Castle Field, California, and Tonopah Army Air
Field, Nevada, were satellited on the 200th Army Air Forces Base Unit
(AAFBU), Colorado Springs, Colorado. Mountain Home Army Air Field,
Idaho, and Pocatello Army Air Field, Idaho, which had been satellited on
Walla Walla Army Air Field, Washington, were also satellited on the
200th AAFBU.

3-4 October

10, 000 Mile Nonstop Flight of a B-29

In a flight significant in aeronautical history, a specially-modified B-2 g,
the "Pacusan Dreamboat, ' made a 10, 000 mile nonstop flight from _

Honolulu, Hawaii, to Cairo, Egypt, via the near-Great-Circle route over
‘Sitka, Alaska, and the Magnetic ole. The flight also passed over

ey
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Iceland, London, Paris, and Foggia, Italy. It was accomplished in
39 hours and 36 minutes, passing through two of the worst weather
areas in the world. The plane, with a ¢rew of nine commanded by
Colonel Clarence S. Levine, carried 13,000 gallons of gasoline and
took off with a gross weight of 147,000 pounds, 27,000 pounds o the
maximum allowable weight of a standard B-29.

Conducted for the purpose of testing equipment over the polar

regions, the flight climaxed the work of the first Operational

Engineering Program. It brought new vistas to the use of

strategic air power and demonstrated the effectiveness of cruise

control for the range extension of all types of aircraft, a program

that was established by the Strategic Air Command in the spring
of 1947 / see 9 July 1947 7.

For other record flights of the "Pacusan Dreamboat"” see 1-3
August 1947 and 31 August - 1 September 1950.

10 October

Strategic Air Command Mission Redefined and New Responsibilities
Assigned ,

Strategic Air Command's Interim Mission of 12 March 1946 / see p- 3 /
was redefined by Army Air Forces Regulation 20-20, 10 October 1946,
which also assigned to the Strategic Air Command some new responsi-
bilities. The new mission obligated Strategic Air Command to have a
global striking force in readiness rather than preparing to furnish it

at some future time. Instead of the words "' . . . will be prepared to

conduct long range offensive operations . . . ' the new mission

stated that the Strategic Air Command ". . . will provide and operate
_ that portion of the Army Air Forces . . . for employment against
" “objectives of air attack in any location of the globe . . . " As in the

Interim Mission, Strategic Air Command continued to be charged

with global strategic reconnaissance. New responsibilities included
those concerning sea search and anti-submarine operations / see 14
January 1947 7, the training of long-range fighter crews and units

for the performance of fighter-escort and joint Army-Navy operations,
and the conduct of Universal Military Training as directed.

No further change was made in_the Strategic Air Command mission
until 19 December 1947 / q. v.__/.
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15 October

Bowman Field, Kentucky (Headquarters Strategic Air Command),
transferred to the Corps of Engineers.

The base had been assigned to the Strategic Air Command on 30
June 1946 / q. v. /.

15 October

Army Air Forces Separation Points established by the Fifteenth

Air Force at MacDill Army Air Field, Florida, Grand Island Army
Air Field, Nebraska, and Fort George Wright, Spokane, Washington.

The Fifteenth Air Force thereby resumed an activity that the Army
Air Forces had been able to discontinue in February 1946.

21 Cctober

Relocation of Headquarters Strategic Air Command

Headquarters Strategic Air Command began operations at Andrews
Field, Maryland, following its move {rom Bolling Field, Washington, D. C.

Earlier in the year Headquarters Strategic Air Command had been
slated for relocation at Colorado Springs, Colorado / see 15 July -
28 August 19467. The move to Andrews Field was the first of two
moves made by Headquarters Strategic Air Command during the
first decade of its existence. It remained at Andrews Field until

3 November 1948 / q. v. /, when it moved to Offutt Air Force Base,
Nebraska, T '

23 October

Army Air Forces Separation Points established by the Fifteenth Air
Force at Davis-Monthan Field, Arizona; Roswell Army Air Base,
New Mexico; Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Kansas; Fort Worth Army
Air Field, Texas; and Selfridge Army Air Field, Michigan.

25 October

924 Very Heavy Bombardment Group transferred less per sonnel and
equipment from Fort Worth Army Air Field, Texas, to Smoky Hill Army
Air Field, Kansas.
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22 April

Headquarters 3lith Reconnaissance Wing (Headquarters Strategic Air
Command) began operations at MacDill Army Air Field, Florida, fol-

lowing its move from Buckley Field, Colorado.

The unit had been on a tenant status at Buckley Field.

MEDIUM-RANGE STRATECIC RECONNAISSANCE,
1946 -1949

From 1946 through 1949 Strategic Air Command reconnaissance
capabilities were limited to medium range. In 1950, with the
introduction of RB-36 aircraft, 2 long-range reconnaissance pro-
gram was established / seel April 1950/ along side the medium-
range program /_ for medium-range reconnaissance activities
1950-1956, see 6 July 1950 /. However, because of the > addition
of an in- fhgTrefue‘mg capability to RB-47 aircraft /_see 19
July 1948 /, they wer= able to perform long-range missions.

For this reason, the long-range reconnaissance program, utiliz-
ing heavy-type aircratt (RB-36s), came to an end in 1954 for all
practical purposes when the heavy reconnaissance wings were given
a primary mission of bombardment / seel June 1954 /.

The Nature of Strategic Reconnaissance

The dropping of the first atomic bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima
at the end of ¥World War II revolutionized all concepts of military
warfare / see p. 2 /. The Strategic Air Command itself had been
established to defend the United States in any new ''total' global
war. It was charged with developing a strategic striking force

“.._ capable of instant retaliation anywhere on the globe. World War
Il bombardment tactics were no longer applicable in the Atomic
Age. The same was true in reconnaissance, an age-old military
science.

In World War II bombing missions often had to be made without
adequate target information and even without the navigational
aids necessary for crews to find their way in and out of hostile
territory. Such a lack of essential information would be suicide
in the Atomic Era. At the beginning of World War II the need for
more strategic information was highly apparent, for at that time

" less than one-tenth of the earth's surface had been charted. Dur-
ing World War 77 ~avmc progress was made in securing more
1




MEDIUM-RANGE RECONNAISSANCE ACTIVITIES, 1946-1949 (Continued)

reconnaissance information. Nevertheless, Strategic Air Command
at the time of its establishment was.faced with a staggering recon-
naissance requirement.

To destroy an enerny in a nuclear war it would be necessary to

know what his vital targets were and where they were located. As

a result, the responsibility for world-wide strategic reconnais-

sance was ass1gned to the Strategic Air Command as part of its

very earliest mission / see p. 3 /. Strategic reconnaissance con-
sists of the examination and survey of a territory on a broad scale

to gain an advantage in war. Unlike tactical reconnaissance which
deals with the support of front-line armies, strategic reconnaissance
is concerned with missions beyond the front lines, in seeking informa-
tion that will make possible a long-range plan of attack that will in- :
flict the greatest amount of damage on the enemy in places where it |
will hurt him the most. The primary task of strategic reconnaissance
is collecting target information, but reconnaissance units also collect ;
information on Bomb Damage Assessment (BDA), which is reporting
ont the degree of success achieved by a bombing mission.

Development of the Reconnaissance Force

In the years 1946 - 1949 the reconnaissance force was slowly built up.
Units of the 3lith Reconnaissance Wing, assigned to the Strategic Air
Command at the tirme of its activation / see 21 March 1946 ], were of
squadron size only until the first half of 1947 when two groups, the 55th
and 9lst, were activated and assigned to the 3l1th Wing /—see 24
February 1947, 1 July 1947, 1 October 1947, and 29 June 1948 )48 /. Man-
ning of the 55th Group was begun in July of 1947, but manning “of the

91st Group did not begin until the middle of 1948.

On 1l June 1947 /_‘1:._._':":_7 Headquarters 3ll1th Reconnaissance Wing
moved from MacDill Army Air Field, Florida, to Andrews Field,
Maryland, where early in 1948 /_see 16 April 1948 /it was redesigna-
ted the 311th Air Division, Reconnaissance. Shortly thereafter, on
20 July 1948 /_—g_.__y._-/it moved from Andrews to Topeka Air Force
Base, Kansas. In the last half of 1948 the 55th and 9lst Groups were
redesignated Strateg ¢ Reconnaissance ngs / see 19 July 1948 and
10 November 1948 / On 5 January 1949 /_ q. v._ ./ the 311th Air
Division, R.econnalssance. was redesignated the 311th ‘Air Division.
Shortly thereafter the 9th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing was acti-_
vated / see 1 May 1949 / and assigned to the 3llth Air Division,

-
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MEDIUM-RANGE RECONNAISSANCE ACTIVITIES, 1946-1949 (Continued)

bringing the number of wings to three. A fourth wing, the 5th
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing, was activated on 16 July 1949

/ q. v. /, but only a few months later /_see 14 October 1949 /

wing strength was reduced to three when the 55th Strategic Re-
cornnaissance Wing was inactivated. /[ " The 55th Wing was later
reactivated on 1 November 1950, q. v. See also 6 July 1950. /

On 1 November 1949 / q. v. /the “311th Air Division was inactivated,
being replaced by the Second Air Force which for a short period of
time after 1 November 1949 / g, v. /took over the mission, bases,
and units (5th, 9th, and 9lst Wings) of the 211th Air Divisicn. Just
prior to its inactivation on 1 November 1949/ q. V- "/ the 311th Air
Division moved from Topeka Air Force Base, Kansas, to Barksdale
Air Force Base, Louisiana / see 28 October 1949 / In the Command
reorganization of 1 April 1950 / q ' q. V. /the reconnaissance mission
was disseminated among the three Zone of the Interior numbered
air forces, who were also each assigned reconnaissance units.

This marked the end of Headquarters Strategic Air Command con-
trol of the specialized reconnaissance function, and a recognition
of the integral role of reconnaissance in the Strategic Air Command
mission. Headquarters Strategic Air Command had controlled
operations of the 3llth Wing and 3llth Division from the time the
unit was assigned on 21 March 1946 until it was inactivated on 1
November 1949, though the 311th had been assigned to the Fifteenth
Air Force for administration and logistical support between 1 May
1946 / Qv "/ and 1 April 1947 / ' q. v. /

Early Reconnaissance Activities

Reconnaissance activities in the 1946-1949 period, like those in the
bombardment and fighter programs / see 31 March 1946 and 1 May 1946 _ 7,
. were limited in comparison to those from 1950 on, when all command
", activities matured and expanded. However, in the early years the
groundwork was laid for an effective reconnaissance program. It was
a period of unit buildup and training and the development of tactics
and procedures. Activities were limited and little true strategic re-
connaissance was accomplished. The year 1950 was a transition and
maturation period for the reconnaissance program. A long-range
program was established along side the medium-range program,

and the reconnaissance function was disseminated among the three
numbered air forces / see 1 April 1950 / RB-50s, the first air-
eraft suitable for hvgh -altitude long-range reconnaissance missions,
were introduced into the command, as were RB-45s, the first jet

16
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MEDIUM-RANGE RECONNAISSANCE ACTIVITIES, 1946-1949 (Continued)

aircraft to be used for reconnaissance purposes. However, until
1950 reconnaissance units were equipped with obsolete World War
Il RB-17s and RB-29s, along with some specialized aircraft such
as C-B2sand F-2s, F-9s, and F-13s. Reconnaissauce units,

like other units, sufferéd from serious shortages in equipment

and trained personnel. The program in the early years was
characterized by a long succession of mission changes and the
utilization of interim equipment. All these shortages and problems
were factors in limiting reconnaissance activities.

Most of the reconnaissance activities from 1946 through 1949 were
specialized projects, a good share of them being accomplished for
other agencies of the government. Reconnaissance units served
all over the world, in Alaska, the Caribbean, North and South
America, and Europe, frequently being assigned to the jurisdic-
tion and operational control of theater commanders. Many recon-
naissance projects were TOP SECRET and are therefore beyond
the scope of this study. The general tendency in the early period
was toward specizalized projects, which were usually accomplished
by small numbers of aircraft or even individual aircraft, whereas
after 1950 the tendency was toward projects of larger scope. Also,
after 1950 reconnaissauce activities were more closely allied to
support of the strategic bombardment mission and the Emergency
War Plan (EWP).

The 311th Reconnaissance Wing, assigned to the Strategic Air Com-
mand on 21 March 1946 / q. v. /, was the Army Air Forces’
world-wide photographzc and mapping unit. All mapping and chart-
ing agencies of the United States government were dependent on it
for their area photography. From 1946 through 1949 the 3lith was
engaged in hundreds of separate projects [ for.Arctic reconnaissance
activities of the 46th Reconnaissance Squadron, a separate squad-
ron not assigned to'the 31lth Wing, see 2 August 1947 /. It was

also assisting in the remapping d the American Continent, and

was engaged in Shoran (Short Range Navigational Control}) tests

to determine the adaptability of the Shoran technique to
map-making /__—for Shoran program, see June 1952/. .

One of the most important projects of the 311th Wing in 1946 and
1947 was Operation NANOOK, which consisted of the aerial mapping
of parts of Greenland {Project EARDRUM) and the establishment

of weather stations in the Greenland area / see c. 15 May ~ 4 -
September 1947/ The NANOOK Operatio= was accomplished by

. el .
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Its personne: anu equipment were transferred to the 7th Bombard-
ment Group, which had been activated on1 October 1946 / q. v. /
at Fort Worth Army Air Field. The 92d Bombardment Group
remained at Smoky Hill throughout 1946 with from 4-8 people
assigned. On 20 June 1947 / q. v / it moved to Spokane Army
Air Field, Washington.

27-28 October

Riot of colored troops at MacDill Army Air Field, Florida.

28 October

Colonel Luther J. Fairbanks replaced Colonel Neil B. Harding as
commanding officer of Headquarters Eighth Air Force.

Major General Paul B. Wurtsmith had been assigned as command-
general of the Eighth Air Force on 13 September 1946, but he was
killed in an airplane accident on the same day. On ! November
1946 / q. v. / General Roger M. Ramey was assigned as first
commandmg general of the Eighth Air Force.

29 October

Beginning of Arctic Training of Tactical Units; First Overseas Deployment
of a Strategic Air Command Bombardment Group

First increment of the 28th Very Heavy Bombardment Group {Fifteenth
Air Force) departed Grand Island Army Air Field, Nebraska, via

Great Falls, Montana, Port of Aerial Embarkation for six months of
Arctic training at Elmendorf{ Field, Alaska. The 28th Group was not only

. "1, the first Strategic Air Command group deployed overseas, but it was also

“the first bombardment group equipped with B-29s to be assigned to Alaska.
Approximately 33 aircraft and some 2,000 personnel participated in the
Arctic training. The unit was under the operational control of the Strate-
gic Air Command, administration and logistical support bemg provided
by the Alaskan Air Command, until 4 February 1947 / q. /, when
or~rzlional control also passed temporarily to the Alaskan Air Com- _
mand. The unit returned to the United States on 19 April 1947 /_q._‘i._/.

EMPHASIS ON ARCTIC OPERATIONS, 1946-1948

During the period 1946-1948 the Army Air Forces and the Strategic
Air Command placed special emphasis on Polar operations and J




ARCTIC OPERATIOUNS, 1946-1948 {Continued)

training. This came about because of the concerted military

opinion that the Great Circle air route across the Polar Basin

from Europe and Asia would be the likely avenue of approach by

any future aggressor. General Spaatz, in listing the main objectives
of the Army Air Forces in October of 1946, declared: '"Development
of the defense of the Arctic frontier is our primary operational
objective.'" It was planned that ultimately most Army Air Forces
personnel and units would be trained in Arctic operations.

Strategic Air Command was to initiate the program by the assign-
ment to Alaska of the 28th Group / see above ] and one squadron
of the 56th Fighter Group / see 18 ‘December 1946 /. These units
were to establish training periods, standards, and doctrines for
the units that were to follow under the Army Air Forces rotational
plan for Arctic training.

Even prior to the issuance of General Spaatz's directive, Strategic
Air Command had started to give attention to Arctic training. Shortly
after the Fifteenth Air Force was activated, on 31 March 1946, and
the Strategic Air Command began operations, several units were
slated for manning and training for ultimate assignment to the

Arctic area. In mid-July a Polar Training Program was initiated.

On 21 August 1946 / q. V. ~/ the Eighth Air Force, though it did not
become operational until 19 November 1946, was assigned responsi- .
bility for the administration, training, and logistical support of all
Strategic Air Command units deployed to the North Atlantic and
North Pacific. It was also charged with assuming command jurisdic-
tion over air bases and other War Department installations located

in those areas if such action was deemed necessary.

Another illustration of the emphasis placed on Arctic activities
was the flight of a B-29 on 3-4 October 1946 / . ' q. v._/ from
Honolulu, Hawaii, to Cairo, Egypt, via the Great Circle route

to test equipment under Arctic conditions. Throughout the winter
of 1946-1947 the 46th Reconnaissance Squadron was engaged in a
special Arctic reconnaissance project, Project No. 5 / see 2
August 1946 /. The squadron, which was assigned to Ladd Field,
Alaska, dur'i_ng a winter that broke all existing records for low
temperatures, performed more Arctic flying than any other unit.

In 1947, 12 of the 18 formal reports issued by the Operations
Analysis Office, Headquarters Strategic Air Command, concerned-—
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Arctic activities and problems. In the same year, during the

period 17-19 March, a Polar Navigation Conference was conducted
by the Fifteenth Air Force Operations Analysis office for Strategic
Air Command group navigators. Approximately ten navigators

from the Eighth and Fifteenth Air Forces participated. Both the
Army Air Forces and The Aeronautical Chart Service were also
represented. In July and August 1947 two Polar Mobile Training
Units were formed to facilitate the indoctrination of personnel in
Arctic conditions. During the winter of 1947-1948 the 98th Bombard-
ment Group served a training tour in Alaska / see 2 December 1947 -
21 March 19487/. T

Arctic Emphasis Diminished; Trend Toward Global Mobility

In 1948 there was a shift in emphasis from the Polar regions to
Europe and later to overall global mobility rather than emphasiz-
ing any particular region / for development of Strategic Air Com-
mand Mobility Plan, see | March 1948 /. The shift occurred
abruptly in June 1948 when three fnll bombardment groups were
assigned to Europe during the ermiergency alert occasioned by the
Russian blockade of Berlin / see 27 June - 17 July 1948 /. Rota-
tion of Strategic Air Command units to Alaska was continued, but
that region lost some of its importance as a key area in the

world-wide plan for retaliatory strategic bombing.

30 October

Army Air Forces Staging Area established by the Fifteenth Air Force
at Selfridge Army Air Field, Michigan.

1 November

* Army Air Forces Assembly Station established by the Fifteenth Air
Force at Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Kansas.

1l November

Eighth Air Force Became Autonomous

Headquarters Eighth Air Force began operations at Fort Worth Army
Air Field, Texas, following its move from MacDill Army Air Field,

'3 - A0



Florida (Fifteenth Air Force). At the same time, the Eighth Air
Force achieved autonomy as a Strategic Air Command numbered
air force when Headquarters Eighth Air Force was released from

the Fifteenth Air Force for administration and Brigadier General
Roger M. Ramey assumed command.

- 1946

General Ramey retained command of the Eighth Air Force until
12 November 1946 /[ ¢ (q. v. /

Units and Bases Assigned:

Five major bases and their sub-bases and auxiliaries and the units
located thereat were reassigned from the Fifteenth to the Eighth Air
Force, but the Fifteenth Air Force retained administrative control of
them until 19 November 1946 / [q. v. ~/., at which time the Eighth Air
Force became fully operational. The units assigned to the Eighth Air
Force consisted essentially of the 58th Very Heavy Bombardment Wing
(atornic) and its three assigned bombardment groups.

Base Unit
Alamogordo Army Air Field, New 231st Army Air Forces Base
Mexico (bombing a2nd gunnery Unit (AAFBU) (Special)
range)
Deming Army Air Field,
New Mexico
South Auxiliary #l, New
Mexico
Center Auxiliary #2,
New Mexico
Davis-Monthan Field, Arizona 43d Very Heavy Bombardment
Group
Fort Worth Army Air Field, Texas Headquarters 58th Very Heavy

Bombardment Wing
7th Very Heavy Bombardment
Group
Abilene Army Air Field, Texas

Kirtland Army Air Field, New Mexico 1lst Ordnance Squadron,
(Flight Test Section for atomic Aviation
bomb) 428th Army Air Forces Base
Unit (AAFBU)
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Base Unit
Roswell Army Air Base, New 509th Very Heavy Bombard-
Mexico ment Group

lst Air Transport Unit

Roswell Auxiliary #3,
New Mexico

Eighth and Fifteenth Air Force Missions Revised:

A revision in the missions of the Eighth and Fifteenth Air Force was
a logical concomitant of the assignment to the Eighth Air Force of
the 58th Very Heavy Bombardment Wing, which had always been
responsible for Strategic Air Command participation in the atomic
program. On 1 November 1946 / q. v. following "/ the Fifteenth Air
Force was relieved of its re5ponsxb111t1es concerning the atomic
program, and these were assigned to the Eighth Air Force on 4

November 1946 / « q. v. [.

Final Manning of Headquarters Eighth Air Force:

Manning of Headquarters Eighth Air Force had been started on 20

July 1946 / q. v. /. On 16 August 1946 a substantial number of person-
nel had been transferred to it from Headquarters VIII Bomber Command,
which was reduced to 1:1 manning. But zs of 1 November 1946 Head-
quarters Eighth Air Force was not fully manned. Therefore, Head-
quarters 58th Very Heavy Bombardment Wing was reduced to 1:l
manning and its personnel used to man Headquarters Eighth Air Force.
Headquarters 58th Wing remained unmanned throughout 1946.

After the reorganization the Fifteenth Air Force had three active
Very Heavy bombardment groups assigned: the 28th, 97th, and

Ty 307th. Three other groups were assigned, but these were unmanned.

throughout 1946; the 92d, 93d, and 30lst. The Fifteenth Air Force
lost the only wing that had been under its control, the 58th, to the
Eighth Air Force.

1 November

Fifteenth Air Force Mission Revised; Atomic Mission Deleted

In a revision of the mission assigned to it on 1 May 1946 /:g. \}.—_/,
the Fifteenth Air Force was relieved of responsibility for participation
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in the atomic bomb program because of the reassignment of the 58th
Bombardment Wing to the Eighth Air Force / see preceding entry /
This responsibility was assigned to the Ei ghth Air Force on 4 November
1946 / L9 v, /. No change was made in the strategic bombardment or
reconnaissance mission of the Fifteenth Air Force. As part of its re-
vised mission, however, new responsibilities were assigned, including
those concerning sea search and anti-submarine patrol ! see 14 January
1947 /. long range fighter and fighter-escort operations in any part

of the world [ see l May 1946 "/, participation in Universal Military
Training {(UMT) at as directed, “and support of Reserve and Air National
Guard activities / see 15 June 1946 {f. /.

Strategic Air Command was not officially assigned responsibility
for the support of Reserve and Air National Guard activities as

part of its mission until 19 December 1947 / q. .

No further change was made in the Fifteenth Air Force mission
untii 16 September 1949 / q. V. f'-

4 November

Eighth Air Force Mission Revised; Atomic Mission Assigned

The mission assigned to the Eighth Air Force on 4 November, which
replaced the interim mission that had been assigned to it on 21 August
1946 / q. v. /. was exactly the same as that assigned to the Fifteenth
Ai~ Force on 1| November 1946 [q. v. "/, but in addition to the responsi- .
bilities assigned to the Fifteenth Air Force the Eighth Air Force was
charged with responsibility for the atomic bombing force and was to
assist the Manhattan District in aerial experimentation in connection
with the development of the atomic bomb and act as a liaison agency
between the Strategic Air Command and the Manhattan District.

No further change was made in the Eighth Air Force mission
until 15 September 1949 / q. v‘_/, though the above mission was
restated by Headquarters Strategic Air Command on 10 January
1947. The only change in the restated mission was that no
reference was made to the Eighth Air Force acting as a liaison
agency between Strategic Air Command and the Manhattan
District.

4 November

Grenier Army Air Field, New Hampshire, satellited on Selfridge
Army Air Field, Michigan; Kearney Army Air Field, Nebraska,
and Walla Walla Army Air Field, Washington, satellited on the 200th
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Army Air Forces Base Unit (AAFBU), Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Also satellited on the 200th AAFBU was La Junta Army Air Field,
Colorado, which had been satellited on Clovis Army Air Field, New
Mexico. All these bases remained assigned to the Fifteenth Air Force.

6 November

Great Bend Army Air Field, Kansas (Fifteenth Air Force), trans-
ferred to the Corps of Engineers.

10 November

Headquarters VIII Bomber Command, which had been responsible for
the execution of "Project Wonderful" I see pp. 10-11 "/, inactivated.

It had been reduced to 1:1 manning on 16 August 1946 I__g. v.__/.

16-19 November

Participation in Operation NULLUS

Six B-29 aircraft of the 509th Very Heavy Bombardment Group, Roswell
Army Air Base, New Mexico (Eighth Air Force), participated as Task
Unit 05.4.3 of Task Force 05 in Operation NULLUS. This operation,

a joint Army-Navy exercise off the west coast of South America, con-
sisted of 2 simulated attack on the Panama Canal by United States Navy
Task Force 66 which was returning from Chile. On 14 and 15 November
the fleet was intercepted and "bombed' by 509th aircraft.

Leaving their home station on 10 November, 509th aircraft
staged from Rio Hato, Panama, and returned to Roswell Army
Air Base on 19 November. They were supported by two C-54s
of the 1st Air Transport Unit (Eighth Air Force).

12 November

Major General Clements McMullen replaced Brigadier General Roger
M. Ramey as commanding general of the Eighth Air Force.

On 16 December 1946 Brigadier General Ramey assumed
temporary command of the Eighth Air Force during the

4B
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absence of Major General McMullen, and on 10 January 1947
General Ramey again permanently assumed command of the
Eighth Air Force.

I3 November-4 December

First Flight of B-29s to Europe and First Post-World War II Use
of Aircraft as Instrument of International Diplomacy

A flight of six B-29 aircraft and two spares from the 43d Very Heavy
Bombardment Group (Eighth Air Force) left Davis-Monthan Field,
Arizona, on 13 November for Rhein-Main Airfield, Frankfurt, Germany,
via Morrison Field, West Palm Beach, Florida; Bermuda; and Lagens
Field, Azores. The two spare B-29s remained at Morrison Field until
the other six aircraft had arrived in Germany. The military-diplomatic
flight, under the command of Colonel James C. Selser, Jr. » presented
a display of United States air power in Germany, England, France, and
Italy, and returned to the United States on 4 December.

The B-29s crossed the Atlantic in groups of twos. The first
two aircraft arrived at Rhein-Main Airfield on 17 November,
being delayed for a day in the Azores because of weather condi-
tions. The other two groups were also somewhat delayed be-
cause of inadequate weather reports and poor comrmunications-
over the Atlantic. The B-29s were accompanied by two C-54s
from the lst Air Transport Unit (Eighth Air Force), Roswell
Army Air Base, New Mexico, which carried spare engines and
supplies. On the return trip two aircraft departed 29 November
via Rome; Orly‘Field, Paris; Azores; and Bermuda. Two ajr-
craft departed 2 December and two departed 4 December via
Paris, the Azores, and Bermuda.

Significance of the Flight

Though only a small number of aircraft were involved, this
flight of B-29s to Europe was a highly significant one, not only
to the Strategic Air Command but to the people of the United
States as well. It symbolized growing sentiment in the United
States for the thwarting of the aggressive actions of the Soviet
Union in Europe by a show of force. For the first time in
their history the American people were to support a large
military force in peacetime. The Strategic Air Cornmand was
to be one of the main components of this force.
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A New Era in Diplomacy

Giving as it did a special potency to aircraft, the atomic

age ushered in a new era of international diplormacy. The
Strategic Air Command's ability to deliver atornic bombs
placed it in a position to take over the Navy's traditional role
as the strong arm of the State Department. Although the
flight of the six B-29s to Europe could not have been interpreted
as a direct threat to Russia, the implications were obvious.
The B-29 was widely recognized as the aircraft capable of
dropping an atomic bomb, and the appearance of B-29s in
Europe would cause speculation that they might be stationed
there permanently.

The flight was made at a time when the international situation
was particularly tense. Relations between the Soviet Union and
the Western powers, already strained, became especially critical
in August 1946 when two United States Air Transport Command
C-47s were shot down over Yugoslavia, resulting in the death

of five Americans., An Army Air Forces request for a
round-the-world flight of B-29s as a demonstration of American
air power was denied by the State Department, but the flight of

six B-29s to Germany was approved. / For the first round-the-world

flight of B-29s, see 22 July - 6 August 1948. /

Groundwork Laid for Strategic Air Command
Rotation Program

Though the flight was made primarily for diplomatic purposes,
some important military objectives were attained. Personnel
in the American Zone of Occupied Germany were indoctrinated
in the peculiarities of the B-29, which had been committed ex-
clusively to the Pacific Theater during World War'II. A survey
was made of European airdromes to determine their suitability
for B-29 operations, and other data was compiled that might be
useful to Strategic Air Command units later assigned to Europe.
The feasibility was established of deploying Strategic Air Com-
mand units periodically to European bases for tactical training,
a program tl.at went into effect on a limited scale in 1747 / see
3 July 1947 - 28 January 1948 "/ and which became an integral
part of the Strategic Air Command training program.

15 November

Task Group 1.5 (Provisional) inactivated.

It had been activated on 13 February 1946 by the Continental Air

Forces (CAF) as the Army Air Forces component of Task Group

?ne for participation in th Lcaheat@uaration CROSSROADS
see 1 July 19467 ‘

J



L.

Eighth Air Force Became Operational

19 November

The Eighth Air Force became operational as it assumed full control
over the units and installations it had acquired on 1 November 1946
[ 9. v. /from the Fifteenth Air Force.

20 November

Headquarters Strategic Air Command assumed direct jurisdiction of
Andrews Field, Maryland, from Bolling Field, D. C.

This action was preliminary to the transfer of Bolling Field
to Headquarters Army Air Forces on 16 December 1946 / see

15 - 16 December 194(3_/.

30 November

Fifteenth Air Force Recruiting Program Ended

The Fifteenth Air Force was relieved of responsibility for participa-
tion in the Army Air Forces rec ruiting program. This program had
been begun by the Second Air Force on 16 August 1945 and continued
by the I fteenth Air Force after it assumed the Second Air Force
mission on 31 March 1946 / seep. 8 /.

Between 16 August 1945 and 30 November 1946, 14,192 Regular
Army Air Corps enlistments were obtained.

1 December

Kirtland Army Air Field, New Mexico (Eighth Air Force), trans-
ferred to the Air Materiel Command.

4 December

Arlington Auxiliary #4, Colorado (Fifteenth Air Force), satellite of
La Junta Army Air Field, Colorado, transferred to the Corps of
Engineers.
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Harvard Army Air Field, Nebraska (Fifteenth Air Force),
transferred to the Corps of Engineers.

t December

14 December

Fort George Wright, Washington (Fifteenth Air Force), transferred
to the Air Training Command.

Strategic Air Command_re—as_sumed jurisdiction of Fort George
Wright on 16 July 1947 [ q. v. /.

15 December

Fairmont Army Air Field, Nebraska (Fifteenth Air Force), transferred
to the Corps of Engineers.

15-16 December

Bolling Field Transferred to Army Air Forces

On 15 December Bolling Field Command was established as a separate
command under the Army Air Forces, and on 16 December Strategic
Air Command transferred Bolling Field, D. C. and its off-base faci-
lities to the Bolling Field Command.

Headquarters Strategic Air Command had assumed direct
jurisdiction of Bolling's sub-base Andrews Field on 20 November
1946 / g. v. /. As of 31 December 1946 Andrews Field was the
only b-as_e_r-gmaining under Headquarters Strategic Air Command
jurisdiction.

18 December

62d Fighter Squadron to Alaska for Arctic Training

The flight echelon of the 62d Fighter Squadron of the 56th Fighter
Group, Single Engine (Very Long Range) (Fifteenth Air Force),
consisting of 28 P-51H aircraft, left Selfridge Army Air Field,
Michigan, for Ladd Field, Alaska, arriving there on 28 December.
The flight, under the command of Colonel David C. Schilling, was .
routed via Rapid City Army Air Field, South Dakota; Great Falls,
Montana; Edmonton, Alberta; and White Horse, Yukon.
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The P-5ls were accompanied by three B-29s of the 97th Very
Heavy Bombardment Group, Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Kansas,
which carried spare parts and maintenance personnel. The
ground echelon of 10 officers and 217 enlisted men had preceded
the flight echelon by rail and water, leaving Selfridge Army Air
Field on 20 November and arriving at Ladd Field 5 December
1946. Training commenced on 2 January 1947 and ended 31
March 1947. The unit was under the operational control of the
Strategic Air Command, administration and logistical support
being provided by the Alaskan Air Command, until 4 February
1947 /_g._v._/ when complete control of the unit temporarily
passed to the Alaskan Air Command. Alaskan Air Command
retained control of the unit until it returned to its horne station
in April of 1947.

24 December

Consolidated Gunnery Training School for flexible aerial gunnery
established at Alamogordo Army Air Field, New Mexico.

GUNNERY TRAINING, 1946-1956

First Schools Established

The Army Air Forces Central School for Flexible Gunnery was
discontinued shortly after World War II. Therefore, when the
Strategic Air Command was activated plans had to be made to
establish a gunnery training program. In November of 1946

the Eighth Air Force began operating a flexible gunnery school
and laid plans for a central school for the Eighth and Fifteenth
Air Forces, which was officially established at Alamogordo
Army Air Field on 24 December 1946. The gunnery training at
Alamogordo was brought to an end when that base was trans- _
ferred to the Air Materiel Command on 16 March 1947 / q. v. /.
In May 1947, however, the program was resumed at Smoky Hill
Army Air Field, Kansas, when the First Gunnery Training
Squadron was activated. The first class commenced training
on 8 July 1947, and in the following seven months a total of 44
officers and 97 airmen were trained. The school had to be
closed on 16 February 1948 because of a lack of funds, and all
formal gunnery training ceased.
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GUNNERY TRAINING, 1946-1956 (Continued)

Emergency Training Program, 1950-1951

Nothing further was accomplished until the Air Training Com-
mand resumed a gunnery training program late in 1950. How-
ever, personnel from these schools did not begin flowing into
the Strategic Air Command until late in 195!. In the meantime,
because of requirements associated with the Korean War, the
Strategic Air Command was forced to initiate an emergency
training program for large numbers of combat crew gunners.
This program was conducted at five bases: Biggs Air Force
Base, Texas; Walker Air Force Base, New Mexico; Carswell
Air Force Base, Texas; Hunter Air Force Base, Georgia; and
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona. Upon completion of
this training, gunners were assigned to Air Training Command
Combat Crew Training Schools (CCTSs) or to Strategic Air Com-
mand bombardment wings. A lack of gunnery ranges,. trainers,
and gunnery officers were serious problems in the gunnery
training program until late 1950, when additional ranges and
instructor personnel became available. Between July 1950

and June 1951, 6,000 gunners were trained.

Evaluation Program

Another step taken by the Strategic Air Command to improve
the proficiency of aerial gunners pending the fruition of the

Air Training Command program was an evaluation program
that was established in December 1950 / see Strategic Air Com-
mand Regulation 50-24, 1 February 195_1:/—._—Under this program
individual gunners were evaluated to determine the amount of
training necessary to bring them to the desired level of
proficiency, and they were given aid in selecting a course of
training to overcome their deficiencies. A point system was
utilized, 85 points being necessary for assignment to a Lead
Crew and 78 points for assignment to a combat-ready crew.
Sub-marginal gunners were removed from crew duty,

The program was begun at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base,
Arizona, in February 195]; Walker Air Force Base, New
Mexico, and Matagorda Island, Texas, in March; and at
Hunter Air Force Base, Georgia, in April. This program
was carried on even after the Air Training Command began to
meet Strategic Air Command requirements for gunners late
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GUNNERY TRAINING, 1946-1956 {Continued)

in 1951. By June 1952 some 8,000 gunners had been evaluated
and re-evaluated in Strategic Air Command medium and
heavy bombardment units, the evaluation of heavy bombard-
ment gunners having been begun in October 1951.

Crew Specialization Creates Excess Gunners

By late 1951 the Air Training Command was able to meet three-
fourths of the Strategic Air Command requirements for gunners.
In the period 1951-1956 no other emergencies arose such as that
in Korea to tax the command resources, and the gunnery train-
ing program leveled off. As a matter of fact, instead of there
being a shortage of gunners as in the earlier period, frequently
there were surpluses. For example, in 1954 the B/RB-36
Featherweight Program / see 23 June 1948 "/ and the conversion
of medium units to B/RB 47s / see 23 October 1951 / created
an excess of about 2, 000 gunnemho were retrained in allied
career fields. With the introduction of B.-47 aircraft large
numbers of gunners became excess because the gunnery function
was incorporated into the duties of the observer in the
highly-specialized three-man B-47 crew. The days of a
full-time gunnery officer had ended.

B-36 Deficiencies Remedied

When B/RB-36s were introduced into the command in 1948

/ see 23 June 1948 /, some serious deficiencies were discovered
in their gunnery systems. However, through improvement in
Standard Operating Procedures and the functional reliability of
the gunnery systems, a significant improvement was made in
fire-out rates. The fire-out rate for modified systems rose
from 36 percent in July 1952 to 80 percent by the end of 1953.
The average percentage of fire-out on routine B-36 missions
rose from 60. 8 percent on Featherweighted B-36s at the end

of 1954 to 65. 7 percent at the end of 1955. On non-Featherweighted

B-36s the figure increased from 62.4 percent at the end of 1954
to 66.1 percent at the close of 1955,

B-47 Fire-Qut Rate Increased

B-47s, introduced into the command late in 1951 / see 23
October 1951 /, also presented some serious defensive arma-
ment problems Their gunnery capability was exceptionally _
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GUNNERY TRAINING, 1946-1956 (Continued) -

low because of equipment deficiencies. It was decided in
February 1951 to abandon the A-2 defensive armament system,
which had originally been chosen for the B-47, Therefore, the
first B-47s off the production line had no defensive armament
system whatsoever. The B-4 system was installed during the
modification of 244 B-47Bs that was completed in October 1953,

The first aircraft equipped with the A-5 system was delivered
in June 1953 to the 303d Medium Bombardment Wing. This
system was superior to earlier systems, but was still not
entirely acceptable. In 1955 a modification was in the process
of development that provided projection hoppers for the A-5
system. Fire-outin A-5 equipped aircraft increased from 69
percent in 1953 to 82.1 percent at the end of 1954 and to 88.5
percent by the close of 1955. On the other hand, percentage
of fire-out in B-4 equipped B/RB-47s, which was 74 percent
at the end of 1954, rose to 77. 3 percent by the end of 1955.

E-26 Trainers and Radar Gunlaying Trainers

By the end of 1953 practically all wings were equipped with E-26
gunnery trainers. By 1955 AN/APG-TIA radar gunlaying
trainers for the radar control of the tail gun were in place at all
operating bases, having the configuration necessary for use in
all types of assigned aircraft. In cooperation with the Air Force
Personnel Training and Research Center at Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas, the Strategic Air Command established a standard
scoring procedure incorporating five basic skills required of
radar gunlaying operators.

Developments in 1955

A B-52 "G'" gunner course was established in 1955 by the Air
Training Command at Lowry Air Force Base, and the output
of this course met Strategic Air Command schedules for B-52
conversion / see 29 June 1955 /. By 1955 most of the gunnery
officers assi:é;;l to the Strategic Air Command had attended
or were training at the Primary Basic Observer Upgrading
schools at Ellington Air Force Base, Texas, and Mather Air
Force Base, California. It was anticipated that by the end of
1957 all gunnery Tables of Organization {T/O) vacancies would
be filled by qualified observers.
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9 January - 4 June

Provisional Wing Plan Established at Fifteenth Air Force Bases and
Andrews Field, Maryland (Headquarters Strategic Air Command);
Ascendancy of Tactical Group Commander over Station Commander

Until the Wing-Base Plan of station organization was made mandatory
at all Strategic Air Command bases in the last half of 1947 / see 15
August - 1 December 1947 /. the Eighth and Fifteenth Air Forces were
free to establish any form of station organization that was approved
by Headquarters Strategic Air Command. Eighth Air Force bases were
organized under an integrated base system, command of a base being
exercised by the bombardment group commander. However, because
of General Spaatz's dissatisfaction with any system where a tactical
group commander was subordinated to a station commander, all
Fifteenth Air Force bases had to be reorganized. The form of station
organization chosen by the Fifteenth Air Force was the Provisional
Wing Plan, which was also established at Andrews Field, Maryland
(Headquarters Strategic Air Command). Between 9 January and 4
June 1947 eight Provisional Wings were activated:

Base Wing_and Assigned Group Effective Dates {1947)
Andrews Field, 3d Combat Fighter Wing, VLR 1 April -
Maryland (Head- (Provisional) 15 August
quarters Strategic
Air Command) {(4th Fighter Group)

(27th Fighter Group, an unmanned
organization, moved to Kearney
Army Air Field, Nebraska, on 16
July 1947 / q. v. /)

Smoky Hill Army  49th Combat Bomb Wing (VH) 9 January -
Air Field, Kansas (Provisional) 7 November

(97th Very Heavy Bombardment
Group)

(92d Very Heavy Bombardment
Group, an unmanned organization,
moved to Spokane Army Air Field,
Washington, on 20 June 1947 / ¢ [gq. v._ /)

Rapid City Army 50th Combat Bomb Wing (VH) 21 March -
Air Field, South (Provisional) 15 August
Dakota -

(28th Bombardment Group, which
returned from Alaska on 19 April

1947 / g. v. ‘I
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Base

Castle Field,
California

Spokane Army
Air Field, Wash-
ington

Selfridge Army
Air Field,
Michigan

Grenier Field,
New Hampshire

MacDill Army
Air Field,
Florida

AERE—— 1947

PROVISIONAL WING PLAN (Continued)
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Wing and Assigned Group Effective Dates (1947)
51st Combat Bomb Wing (VH) 20 May -
(Provisional) 15 August

(93d Very Heavy Bombardment

Group)
52d Combat Bomb Wing (VH) 4 June -
(Provisional} 5 December

(92d Very Heavy Bombardment
Group moved to Spokane Army Air
Field on 20 June 1947 I_gi_v._./ and
manning of the unit was initiated)
{98th Very Heavy Bombardment
Group, an unmanned organization,
moved to Spokane Army Air Field
on 24 September 1947 I_u._/)

65th Combat Fighter Wing, VLR 9 January -
(Provisional) 15 August

(56th Fighter Group)

66th Combat Fighter Wing, VLR 10 April -
(Provisional) 15 August

(82d Fighter Group)
/ Grenier Field and all assigned

units were transferred to the com-
mand jurisdiction of MacDill Army
Air Field, Florida (Headquarters
Strategi¢ Air Command) on}

August 1947, q. v._/

94th Combat Bomb Wing (VH) 9 January -
(Provisional) 15 August

(307th Very Heavy Bombardment
Group)

/ MacDill Army Air Field and all

assigned units were transferred to
Headquarters Strategic Air Command
onl April 194
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PROVISIONAL WING PLAN (Continued)

1947

The inactivation of the Provisional Wings coincided quite
closely with the establishment of Wing-Base organizations
at Fifteenth Air Force bases / see 15 August-1 December 1947 /.

Background

The recomm endations of Major General Born, Commanding
General of the Fifteenth Air Force, for the establishment of
the Provisional Wing Plan of station organization had been ap-
proved in October 1946. Though original plans called for the
reorganization to be effected on 1 November 1946, the task was
more difficult than anticipated and the first unit of this type was
not activated until 9 January 1947. Another plan of station
organization considered by the Fifteenth Air Force at the time
was the Hobson Plan, which was adopted by the Air Force as
the Wing-Base Plan in the last half of 1947 and established Air
Force-wide / see 15 August - 1 December 1947 "/. However,
the Provisional W Wing Plan had been chosen by the Fifteenth
Air Force in 1946 in preference to the Hobson Plan.

Ascendancy of Tactical Commander

The World War II type of station organization in effect at
Fifteenth Air Force bases prior to the initiation of the Pro-
visional Wing Plan had subordinated the commander of the
tactical group to the station commander and had required the
complete integration of personnel of all Tables of Organiza-
tion and Equipment (T/O & E) Units with station complement
personnel who were assigned in bulk to the Army Air Forces
Base Units (AAFBUs). In September of 1946, Carl Spaatz,
Commanding General of the Army Air Forces, had expressed
dissatisfaction with any system where the tactical group com-
mander was subordinated to the station commander, and had
directed that the situation be remedied.

Objectives of Provisional Wing Plan

The reasons for the establishment of the Provisional Wing
Plan were: (1) to comply with the Spaatz directive; (2) to
create an organization that would permit the appointment of
officers to administer and operate combat stations who were
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PROVISIONAL WING PLAN (Continued)

more experienced in station and j.<rsonnel administration
than the younger tactical group commanders; and (3) to
create a station organization more economical of personnel
and which would also eliminate problems concerning the
jurisdiction of personnel that had existed because of the in-
tegration of all T/O & E personnel.

Heterogeneity the Keynote

The Provisional Wing Plan never attained a standard form,

and almost as many different types of organization existed as
there were bases. At least seven different plans, all incorporat-
ing specific modifications of the basic plan, were in effect at
various times: Plan Able, Plan Baker, Plan Charlie, Plan
Charlie - Revised, Plan Dick, Plan Dog, and Plan Easy, Under
all the plans, however, the station organizations were con-
sidered as wing commands. They were, however, administra-
tive in nature only, the tactical unit continuing to be the bombard-
ment or fighter group. The major basic units of the provisional
station organization were the bombardment or fighter groups,

the air service group, and the Army Air Forces Base Unit (AAFBU)
or Combat Airdrome Group. Personnel of these three major units
who were performing the same or related functions were grouped
together and assigned in various combinations of organization to
the three major units or to the Provisional Wing Headquarters.

Years of Reorganization: 1947 and 1948

The heterogeneity of the Provisional Wing Plan forms of organi-
zation demonstrate the emphasis that was placed on wing organi-
zation in the early years of the command., 1947 and 1948, es-
pecially, were years of organization and reorganization, of trial
and experimentation. Dissatisfied with the World War II type

of organization, which was clearly incompatible with its needs,
the Strategic Air Command in 1946 and early 1947 gave consider-
able attention to evolving an improved wing organization. The
Provisional Wing Plan was the first probing step. In mid-1947,
however, the Army Air Forces directed that the Wing-Base Plan,
which had been devised by the Strategic Air Command-as the
Hobson Plan, be established Air Force-wide I-Eee 15 August -

1l December 194'_7___/. The Wing-Base Plan proved highly successful,
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PROVISIONAL WING PLAN (Continued)

but as time went on and as the Strategic Air Command ex-

panded some amendments were necessary in the original

Wing-Base Plan. Under both the Provisional Wing Plan and

the original Wing-Base Plan the wings were administrative

only in nature, the tactical unit being the bombardment or

{ighter group. In mid-1948 combat wings were organized to

replace the existing administrative wings / see 12 July - 1 ~
August 1948 /. The existing Very Heavy bombardment groups

were redesignated medium or heavy bombardment groups and
assigned to the combat wings. The fourth major reorganization
occurred early in 1951 when air base group commanders were )
designated as installations commanders to free the wing com.aanders
from the administrative management of their bases so that they
could devote more of their time to the command of their tactical
units / see 19 January 1951 /. As part of the same reorganiza-

tion the "crew chief'' maintenance system was discontinued and

a2 Maintenance Control organization was established in the wing
staffs. In 1951 air divisions were also activated to direct the
activities at two-wing bases /_see 10 February 1951 /.

10 Januarz

Brigadier General Roger M. Ramey replaced Major General Clements
McMullen as commanding general of the Eighth Air Force.

General Ramey had taken over temporary command of the

Eighth Air Force from General McMullen on 16 December 1946.
General Ramey retained his command until 15 June 1950 / q. v. /.

10 January

Major General Clements McMullen replaced Major General St. Clair
Streett as deputy commander of the Strategic Air Command.
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14 January

Headquarters Strategic Air Command Assumed Operational Control
of the 307th Very Heavy Bombardment Group; Beginning of Sea Search
and Antisubmarine Program

THE ANTISUBMARINE PROGRAM, 1946-1956

Army Air Forces Background

Recognizing that Russia was programming and building a formi-
dable submarine fleet that could do irreparable damage to United
States shipping and coastal installations, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
shortly after World War Il programmed an antisubmarine cam-
paign to be carried out in the event of war by surface forces and
the air force working together. Early in the post-World War II
period a Navy request that it be given some B-29s that it could
modify for antisubmarine warfare was denied. The Army Air
Forces was authorized to retain control of all B-29s because of
their scarcity, the uncertainty of parts production and availa-
bility, and the importance of its strategic bombardment mission.

Antisubmarine Mission Assigned to the Strategic Air Command

Controlling as it did all B-29s, the Army Air Forces was as-
signed responsibility for sea search and antisubmarine training
and operations on a global scale. This responsibility was, in
turn, passed on to the Strategic Air Command as part of its
mission on 10 October 1946 /_g. v._/. On 1}l February 1947, the
Strategic Air Command was directed by the Army Air Forces to
designate a heavy bombardment unit to receive specialized train-
ing in the air phases of naval reconnaissance, antisubmarine
warfare, and the protection of shipping. This unit would also
be charged with establishing and executing a plan that waulg.-
provide antisubmarine warfare training for all heavy bombard-
ment units.

Mission Delegated to 307th Bombardment Group

Strategic Air Command, however, had anticipated this require-
ment, having delegated it in December of 1946 to the 307th Very
Heavy Bombardment Group (Fifteenth Air Force), located at
MacDill Army Air Field, Florida. To monitor the activity































































































































































































































































































































































































































