





























great cause of freedom, with “their quietness echoing around
the world, their ordinariness a flag, their kindness a battle
cry”

In each community there is, or soon will be, a Civilian
Defense Volunteer Office, manned by the local Committee
for Voluntary Participation. This is the place to go to
volunteer. This is the center to which calls for needed
persons will come, both for the United States Citizens’
Defense Corps, and for the other groups engaged in Civilian
Defense activities.

Thus, the answer to “Who?” is a simple one. The
answer is—"‘You"—you, the everyday, ordinary Ameri-
can—the householder, the businessman, the banker, the
baker, the housewife, the professional woman, the men and
women who turn the wheels of industry and produce the
Nation’s food, the girls and boys who will be messengers,
and the elderly people who can help as fire watchers.

It is a broad program; one big enough so that anyone
and everyone who wishes to render a patriotic and vital
service can find an opportunity to contribute his particular
skill and strength.
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WHERE

IS CIVILIAN PROTECTION
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IVILIAN Protection is everywhere. It isa program
as big as America, Ultimately, it should reach to
every city and every town and hamlet and home in the land.
At first, certain regions, because of their geographical
location and industrial or strategic importance, will receive
special attention. Later, as the program expands, the neces-
sary degree of perfection is expected to be developed in
inland as well as coastal cities, and rural as well as urban
localities.

While, on the one hand, there is no obvious advantage in
having a high degree of organization in an Jowa cornfield,
there is, on the other, a great deal of importance in having
the farmer who owns that cornfield know what to do if his
place should be a target for a wandering raider, and know
how to look out for his own, whatever happens.

Where is Civilian Protection? It is all over America.
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WHEN

IS CIVILIAN PROTECTION
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Perhaps you have seen a sign reading “It is later than
you think.” The time for Civilian Protection is now.
Consider: Less than a year before German Armies moved
into Czechoslovakia proper, Hitler announced the Sudeten-
land as “*his last territorial demand in Europe.” That he had
announced several demands, previous to that, as his “‘last
territorial demand in Europe™ did not matter at all.

Denmark’s first warning of the air blitz was the appearance
of German troops in its airports, forts, and cities. Norway’s
was the storm-troopers marching up the main streets of Oslo.
Greece was more fortunate in that respect alone; she had 24
hours’ warning.

So it has gone. The forces at loose in the world today
count surprise as a weapon, and an allowable one against
civilian populations as well as against armies and navies.

There is only one way to put off or to prevent hostile air
attack. That is to make sure we are so strong and so well
prepared that it will be profitless for an enemy to attack us.

He will not begin unless he thinks he can win.

He will not start at all if he knows he cannot win at all.

He will only desist if he knows we will resist—and resist
successfully.
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Now, therefore, is the time to make ourselves so strong
it will keep him from beginning. Now is the time to in-
stall, organize, man, and train our civilian defense. This is
the time when your defense efforts will count for the most—
when they will perhaps delay or even put off entirely, the
hostile raids which all of us hope never will come.

We can be sure that, if the realization of the need is great
enough, the American people will not fail. We can be sure
that we can, if we will, forge from the steel of our national
character and the fire in the American heart, a weapon and
a shelter which will enable us to turn back the raider with
his aims unfulfilled, or even make him think twice and give
up thought of trying it.

Yours is the choice; now is the time. It really is later
than you think. Civilian Protection is now—or never!
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