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Jepanese Capltal Shipbuilding Program
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/J‘a\pu now has eight capital ships building in Ravy yards.
These include:

four 40,000 ton vessels to be completed in 1941
four 43,000 ton vessels to be completed in 1944
All of these vessels carry tweive lé-imch guns.

Relieved being built in private yards are two 15,000 ton crunisers and
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one 20-25,000 ton aircraft carrier.
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Japenese Capital Shipbuildine Program ”W“‘“"\F/v‘l/

The following information in regsrd to Javanese capital
shipbuilding program is believed to be rellable. It was obtained in
conversctions extending over & period of several months with various
Tapanese naval officers, and from other sources, prineipelly other
naval attaches. While certain details of this informetion may be
in srror it is considered thet the margin of error is swall, It is
hoped that additionel information on this subject can be obtained in
the mear future.

Tne Third and Fourth Keplenishment Programs, covering the
perlods 1939-41 and 193¢-44 respectively, provide for a total of
¥1,757,980,000 for the construction of vessels. To these amounts
have béen 4dded funds estimated o exceed ¥500,000,000 originally
intended for the China Incident but waich have not been used for that
purpose. Approximately nalf of this total, that is roughly
¥1,200,000,000 is being used to construct capital ships.

It was the original intention of the Japaness Kavy to
build only four capital ships of 40,000 tons mounting twelve l6-inch
guns, and funds to begin the construction of these vessels were pro-
vided in the Third Replenishment Progrem, All four ships were laid
down early in 1937, to be complet:d in 1940-41, It is understood,
however, that due to various delays these vessels will not be ready
until the summer of 194l. ZLater, under the Fourth Replenishment
Progrem the total capital ship construction was increased to eight
vessels, Thess four additional vesscls are of approximatsly 43,000
tons and aleo mount twelve 16-inch guns.

The four ships building under the Third Program have the
following characteristics:
Tonnage: 40,000 (Approximetely}
ATmement: Twelve 1B-inch in four triple turrets
Speed: 28 Imots (approximately

These vessals are under construction at the following
1 at Yokosuka

2 at Kure
1 at Sasebo

All of the above vessels have been launched and are to be completed

I 1941,

yards:

The four capital ships building under the Fourth Program
have the following chaTacteristics:
Tonnege: 43,000 [approximately)
Armement: Twelve l6-inch in four triple turrets
Speed: 30 knots (approximately)
All four of these vessels have been laid down during the Summer of
1939 at tie following yards:
1 at Yokosuka

2 at Kure
1 at Sasebo

It is expéc'ced to complste these vessels in 1943-44.

It will be noted thet according to this information all
of the above capital ships are being bullt in navy yards. Reports
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have been received from verious sourcss that capitsl ships were
also under construction et Mitsubishi in Negasski ané et Kawasaki
i ved that thoss reports are in error end that
g two cruisers of approximetely 15,000 tons
.seicl 15 building a large carrier of 20-25,000 toms.
Subsequent repoTLS in regeTd to Lhis and otheT aspects of tho
Jeparcse building progrem will be submitted in the near futurs

Franklin B. Roosevalt Library

BEGLASS HIE;

ﬂBD B€éa. 5200.9 (9/27/58)
Qate- &, 3/”

Signature- ?</"‘Q~'

Report No. 231-39



