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From: The Cormarder Destroyer Squadron SIKTE
Toz The Cormender Destroyers, U.5. Pacifie

Subject: [umors Concerning 2200 Ton Destroyers.

1. For the pesh four menths this sguedron corr
in the unigue and unenvizble position of having to defend
= variety of unfavorable cormments, scme ol the.m unfounded criticisms E.rm
some of them the insidious damnings of faint praise. There seems Lo per—
515) in too many minds (cutside the ships th wselveu, a prevailing feel-
that 12200 tovners are fine ships, but - = = = =", It is time for
ese rumors Lo be scotched,

2. These are the finest destroyers that this or any other
ration hes ever launched. Comments on short eruising radius, speed, vi-
bratlon, behawior in a seaway, effectiveness of sound gear, all of them
have been heard and none of them is now true. Like rearly 21l other new
type ships ever built, these have had some wrinkles. 3ut the ships heve
completed their growing pains and ere ready for any combat duty.

3. A brief summary of the fighting oualities built in the
ships should ccnvinee even the skeptical. 2200 “torners have:

{(a) Twenty percent more five inch guns.
(b) Twenty percent more LO LI guns.

(¢} Twenty percent more 20 [l puns.

(d) The same torpedo batiery.

(e} Seventy depth charges, nore than any other anti=-sub-
marine vessel afloat.

(£) Two thirds of the main battery forward te fight golng
in instead of cominz out.

(g) A 330 desree are of fire for two thirds of the auto-
weapon batteries.

(n) The expected improved fire control radars with space
already available for auto-weapon radarse
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Ain excellent combat bridge with the standard pilot
house conning statlon end in addition a spacious open
bridpe conning station providing unrestricted zir and
surface visibility in any directicn.

(k] 4 cruising range within five percent of the 2100 ton
class. T
(1) 3speed hin one knot of that class.

{m) Twin rudders providing a five hundred vard tactical
dlameter and superd ship comtrel,

(n} in unusually stable sun platform lacking the snap roll
characteristics so disturbing in sc
and unusuelly dry weather decks in
auto weapons,

tre vicinity of the

1y designed autc-wezpon sector control
e LO and 20 I as an integral unit,

(p) Excellent sound gear with twc distinet im
bearing accuracy of one degree and 2 tilti
nmaintain deep contact.

rovements; a
Z beam to

(q) Two, instead of cne, diesel electric auxiliary power
sources with the sscond one aft and availatle for the
steering gear and afier baitery power supply.

(r) & second evaporator in the other enginercem to gusrd
against loss of all boller water supnly.

(5) in enclesed main deck passageway e
of the topside structures.

cwending the length

(t) Derthing spaces designed to accommodate half tie per-
onnel forward and halfl aft, both of ficers and men.

(u) Fire fight ezuipment to reet combat needs with
special Iire risers znd manifolds forward znd aft te
ly eight hoses to another vessel,
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is recertly in circulaticn
the 2200 ton destrgyers to tasks which
ability,
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3 October 19kl

From: Commander Destroyers, Pacific Fleet,
To : Chief of Naval Operations.
Vie : Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet,
Sub Jects mmors Concerning 2200 Ton Destroyers.

1. Commender Destroyers, Pacific Fleet, Is forwarding thias
correspondsnce since such rumors have apparsnily been widespresd. T
thoronghly concur with the statement that - "It is tine for these rumors

to be scotched".

2. The eeriy difficulties 7 the TDGG2 Class experisnced,
nemely, the nnsatisfactory bridge, failure of the intermediate shaft .
struts, low Tormence level of the inelly installed QGA eche rang-
ing gear and nminor other defects - all zave birth to rumors and state-
nents that reecheﬂ this command nrior to the firet ship of the class
entering the Pacific., Some of these statements wers so disauleting that
geriovs doubts were entertained es to the merits of the ships even before
they were siven a fair trial.

To date, some 17 shipe of the class have arrived at Pearl,
The ‘ms‘oect*ons of myself end my Staff, the cpinlon of the ships them-
selves, and morsover, the excellent showing that the ships have meds in
training including gumery and antl-svbmerine work, have quite convinced me
that they represent a substential addition to the destroyer force.

L, Sufficlent logistical data is not yebt available to completely
confimm the etatements of parazraphe 3(k) and 3(e) of the basic letter. The
remainder of the characteristics presented cannot be disputed.

5. These ships are as yet untested in batile, and the axion
thet ehine are only es good as the men who fight them must be eccepted;
nevertheless, I feel sure that they wlll rrove worthy, T am glad to wel-
come the 2200 tonners to Destroyers, Pacific Fleet.

Copy to: J. L.
TS 62
BuShips (Comnleta)
Bulrd (Complste)
Cominch (Complete)
Cinclant (Complete)
Comdeslant (Complete)
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Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleat.
All Type Commanders, Pacific Fleet.
All Task Force Commanders, Pacific Fleet.
All Destroyer Squadron Commﬂndara,
Pacific Fleet.
All Destroyer Division Comndara, g
Pacific Fleet. -

From
To

Subject: Rumors concerning Capabilitiea of .2200 ton
] Destroyers.
It has come to nr.he at.tantion of Cincpac that -

! . w.uqavorable comments;about, the 2200 ton class of destroyers
1 " Have been eirculldting in the Fleet, Most of these eriticipgms

i are: basdd on rusor, and are undoubtedly the result of early
TAlfficulties, which are comhon in any new type. of ship. -Un-
satisfactory construction detalls of the‘bridge, falliure of
the intermediate shaft struts, low peiformance lgvel of the
#:originally installed echo ranging gear ‘and other minor
?e{aobs, huva now been -corrected.

. 2. " Dérogatory &Ms ﬂono’rning cruising radius,
) ,’» ed; vibration, behavior in & seawny, offectiveness of
“ ot gear, etc., are unwarrantad. Although these ships
ve not been tried 1n battle, their potentialitles indicate
that’ they will prove to be’ thé ﬂ.neab destroyers that have
aver duiuucl ?.hu Fleet.'

.Qx

-!

C. W. §IMITZ ?
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