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. . BRITI3H PARTICIPA TION IN V,L.R. BOMBING OF JAPAN
- Reference: C.C,;S, 174th Mtg., Item 3

emorandum by thé British Chiefs of Staff
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1. Fpllowing the discussion on the above subject at 00T~Gln,

<

¢he British Chiefs of Staff have given.cdonsidération to the

Khare which LwAtush heavy bomber alrcraft might take in the

alr bombardment of\the Japanese mainland.
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§ 2, The position of probable allied land bases makes us

. o \
ddpendent on aircraft of very lonz range. We Lave no very
long.réﬁge bombers, but steps have been taken to improve. the B :

~ vange of the Lancaster by flight refuelling, for which the

.

aircraft operate 1n wairs, one as a boyber ardd the other e
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) N . .
a “tanker. The Lancaster bomber thus operated is expected.to

cerry a load of 4,000 1bs. of bombs over & safe wadius of

O

tion o{j}‘QOO miles. Prenarations are in hand to modify
i

this-purnose,; to perfect the refuelling technicue
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onG Lo ’a’n/the Crevws.

'IQ/View of thelr range, the most sultabl -areas for the
\
vasing gf Lancaster refuelling bombers would seem to be For-
10sa, or the Chincse coast cctposite tc or morthward of "Foimose.
“-otential accommodation in this area is limited but the

Lese requiresments of Jthe Lancustev are comvarab}e to those of
e R-17 or B-24 and therefore may be easier to »rovide ‘than
those of BL29:a@rc§aftz' Tn tlhie present state of»development
it would be unwise te plaﬂ oﬁ-qperating the force from hases

further from Japan.
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L, British planning and preparations cater for a force of -

'46 squadrons of Lencasters for the direct attack on Japar.

20 3guadrons would be equipped as bombers and 20 Sguadrons
as,tankeré. The whole force can readily be converted-io normal
ronge Lancaster bombers. The eérliesﬁ‘date ol deplqyment of
this force cannot be determined‘exactly until the date of
availabi}ity of bases if kmown and tlp pjiority for the move-
ment of the units EF decided.- Assumiﬁg~that Squadrons can )
stavt to b2 withdrawn from Europe by lst October, 1o4y thé
sarliest date by which the first Squadrons might be veady Ilov
oﬁerations is probably the early summer of 1945, the wﬂ;ie :
force being completed by September or October 1945,‘Provided;
. {

! . - . . . J \
that the necéssary priority is given to thelr movement. 7

5. It is recommended that the Combined Chiefs of Staff

agree that planning should be.on the following basis:-

)

(a) Dritish flight refuelling Lancaster bombers will
particinate in the V;L.R. bombing of Javan.
(b) The scale of British participation should be 40

squadrons (half being tankers) it being understood that 1T

limitation of bases or othei~considerations so require, this

N

orce may

H

reduced to such size as the Combined Chiefs

of Staff may agree upon.
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