








6. Experience has shown that it is highly desirable for air-
borne units to have heavier artillery than the 75 mm. pack howit-
zer. In thils connection recoilless weapons were employed with

considerable success by airborne units in the crossing of the

Rhine and subsequent operations in Europe.

7. Although'air transport has been employed for stretegical
movement of ground units, particularly in the China and India-
.B‘urma Theaters, the maximum capabilities. of the employment of air-
transported trOOps inyconjunction with alrborne troops in major
assaults- has not yet been'realized'in this war, with ‘the "excep-
tion of the - Markham Valley operations in New Guinea in 1943. It
"1s believed that the campaign in. Japan should be examined thor-
oughly for sultable - opportunities for the employment of airborne

and aip- transported troops : ) .

CONCLUSIONS
8. It is concluded that: ' - .
' a. Future - ‘planning for operations in Japan, particularly
after initial lodgements have been secured, should contem-.
plate extensive employment of available airborne units, es-
pecially parachute troops, against areas not readily acces-
p?ible to,ampnipious or-oyer%andjassaults.v S fﬂ*:*ﬁfzea
- .Lbl Airborne units'should'te'available in the Strategic

Reserve for employment in the Pacific, to meet possible re-
, quests by CINCAFPAC, or for employment in an’ emergency in

other theaters, expeoially while redeployment is making large

demands upon shipping. ‘ o "'N“ ST
' 13? It any airborne units are moved to the Pacific prior ‘to
1 June 1946 they must replace,due to shipping conditions
units now. scheduled for redeployment to that theater.

d Ccrtain units should be trained for transport by air
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RECOMMENDATION

9. That the Joint Staff Planners note this report and forward

coples of ’ghis study to CINCAFPAC and CINCPAC planning agenciles.
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