








Use of the suffix F was shortlived. Aviation Circular Letter
86-45 of 27 July8 discontinued it as well as use of the terms "flag
aircraft, flag plane and flagship" in referring tco this type of plane

modification. Instead, it established tre letter Z and the term

"administrative,”
The January 1946 issue of licdel Designations was a summing up

of developments during the war. HKowever, it offered no explanation

for the C and D which were used so extensively during the war and 4
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in fact were used in the very issue in which the suffiw-Tettere-werve
sammeé»ﬁ@%9 It made several changes in past usage, omitted the E,

> - ~ 3Ty 0 . . 3
and¢ added J, K, L, 4, and *old The entire list was published zs

follows:
4, Either amphibious versicn or that the girrlane was built
by the Navy for the Army Air Forces,
F. Electronic night borbhing installation.
H, Hoepitel ehin (evcept for PBJ-1H )
J. Converted to a utility airplane.
K, Mcdified fer use as a target 2irer=ft
L. Fguipped with ceorech 1ioht
N, Night operating wercion of the hocie airplane.

P, Fived provision for photographic reccnnaissance missions.

R. Converted to a trancsport.

8. Anti-subrarine patrel.

W. ©Special search missicn.

Z. aAdministrative aircraft.

Notell: The suffix letters not listed herein are considered
cpen letters and may be used for more than one purpose.
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8., In cur files. APD é6=i=45 of 9 August repeats the infermation
without referring to the original-order,

9. (Refer to some directives as examples cf use before and alter = as
ALPD 8l=A=L5 of 6 Novenber, establishes F8F=2C.

10. APD 8/-i=/5 of 27 November, established the suffix K to identify
service type aircriﬂ% mo@éfied primarily for pilotless operations,
This appears to be aAﬁ%%ﬁnition than that given above. The sunme
directive established F6F-3K as the designation for the F6F=3's under
modification to pilotless aircraft targets. The letter Q was wstab-

lished for use indicated by APD 78-a=45 of 31 October.



By this time the list had assumed proportions tc warrant the
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publication of a special Aviation Circular Letter, 4t appeared on
larch .
11 March 1946 under number 43-/6, and incorporated a number cf changes.,
The J was gmitted, E,C,G,N, and T were added, and A and T meanings
. 1 ; e
were revised, 1 The new.1list was as follows:

Suffix letters shall be sssigned only from the list below and
for the purrvose listed. This letter indicates that the
modifications are of a permanent nature and limit or augment

the primary mission accordingly.

Amphibiovs version
Special armament versicn
Carrier operating version of a non=carrier ¢
Special electronic verqion.

Air=gea rescue verq ion.

Hospital version

Target drone version

Search light version

M TVeather reconnaissance version

Night cperating version

*Photegraphic version

Ccuntermeasures versicn

Transport version

S 4Anti-submarine version

Training versicn

W Special search version

Z Administrative version
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lodifications to this list in April 1946 and in September of

the next year,12 added the follcwing letters:

J Target Towing version

U Utility version

D Drone Control Version

41] these were repeated in a new Circular Letter in July 1948.13

Suffix M, Veather Reconnaissance versicn, was omitted from the new

1ist and four definitions were revised, These were:!
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11. Use of the letter C reverted to its meaning at the bngnrﬂng of
Torld War II and was entirely different from its meaning in the later

stages cf that_ war
12, ACL's 60- 6Ahpr11 snd 87-47 of © September, both in our filese

13, ACL €5-48 of 22 July 1948,



G formerly air-sea rescue; now search and rescue

N formerly nlght operating; now all weather operating
R formerly transport; now upport/trpnqn01t and

W ferrerly QPGC¢31 search; now air warning.

In spite cf the publication of these lists, cr perhaps because
of it, confusion still existed, particularly in some of the curicus

applicaticns resulting. For example, an EAD=-€R, which designation

appears regularly in aircraft listings during this pericd and years

following, is literally a support/transport version of a transport

aircraft, Since all transrort aireraft have a "support/transport®

missicn, the designation hardly contr:bhtes much tc the understanding,

Although letters have set forth more exact definiticns for this
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particular applicaticn, its special meaning

. : . . 4 o
publiched model decignation lists an? therefore remains chzenre,
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One such letter defined the designation in 1946 as a "transpert version
of RAD aircraft in which twenty one individual passenger seats are
installed."l4 Six months later that definiticn was qualified by the
insertion of "..and soundprofifing and insulation equivalent to commercial
airline standards,."5 As late as 1953, issues of mecdel designation
" technical notes still carried the "support/transport" definition
withcout further elaboration.

Transport aircraft designations contain another exceptﬁn that

is confusing=-use of the suffix C, By official definition C meagne a

"earrier operating versicn." Vhile transport aircraft have flewn from

carrier decks, they have not operated and as yet are not equipred to
- operate from carriers in the sence implied by the definition. No, in

this instance, an R5D=1C is an "R5D=1 aircraft in which the R5D-2 type

of fuel system is installed. 16
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1. ACL 138-46 of 17 Sept. Above is not a direct quote, letters in

R4D file.
15. ACL 27-47 of 7 WMarch in R5D file.

16, APD 37-h=45 of 3 May in R5D file.



