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UNIFORM SYSTEM OF DESIGNATING
ROCKETS, GUIDED MISSILES ESTARLTSHED

A Department of Defense uniform system of designating rockets and
guided milisgiles was announced today.

The system, explained in detzil in Directive 4000.20, will assign =
letter-number code consisting of three etters, o number and a letter to
egch exlsting.or future rocket or guided miseile with a combat or combat-
related mission. Designators will be assigned to sbout 65 existing kinds
of rockets and missiles, surplanting those assigred under previous systems.
Popular names ascociated with existing gulided missiles and rockets will be
retained.

Space vehicles are nct covered by the Directive. Also excluded sre
rocket systems designed for line-cf-gsight ground fire against ground tar-
gets, and naval tTorredoes.
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A typical designator for guided missiles or rockets under the new
system will consist of five digits:

t

L. A letter indicating either the envircmment from which it is to
be launched (if it is operational). such as underwater, from the air, etc.,
ﬂ S

or if 1T 1s still in the experimental cr test stzge, a letter indicating
1Ts status. |

2. A letter denoting its mission, such as underwater attack, aerial
1nterception, decoy, etc.

3. A letter designating the type of vehicle -- either a guided mis-
sile, rocket or a probe. (Guided missiles are defined as vehicles capable
of’ being controlled elther remotely or from within. Rockets are vehicles
whose flight path or trajectory cannot be changed after lsunch. A probe
1s an instrumented vehicle used to penetrate the aercspace environment and
report back information (outer space probes are not covered under this
definition).

L. A number identifying different basic degigns . For example, a
Number 2 in a designator for an underwater-to-underwater guided missile
would indicate the second design for that missile.

>. A letter used to indicate major modificaticns to & basic design.

The Air Force has been given the responsibility of maintaining the
and missiles, and listing pcpular names for all vehicles. The service de-
veloping & missile or rocket will name it after cocrdination with the other
military services to avolid duplication. B N D

(Copies of Directive available at Defense News Branch, Room 2E-757.)



