This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://google.com/books?id=v0gDAAAAQAAJ

Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q






Digitized by GOOS[G






ECCENTRICITIES

oF

THE ANIMAL CREATION.

BY JOHN TIMBS,

AUTHOR OF ‘ THINGS NOT GENEBALLY KNOWN.”

WITH EIGHT ENGRAVINGS.

SEELEY, JACKSON, AND LIDAY, 54, FLEET-STREET.
LONDON. MDCCCLXIX.

The right of translation is reserved.

/(9?. a So.






CONTENTS.

INTRODUCTORY.—CURIOSITIES OF ZOOLOGY,

Natural History in Scripture, and Egyptian Records, 11.—Origin of
Zoological Gardens, 12.—The Greeks and Romans, 12.—Mon-
tezuma’s Zoological Gardens, 13.—Menagerie in the Tower of
London, 14.—Menagerie in 8t. James’s Park, 14.—John Eve-
lyn’s Notes, 15.— Ornithological Society, 15.— Continental
Gardens, 16.— Zoological Society of London instituted, 16 ; its
most remarkable Animals, 16.—Cost of Wild Animals, 18.—
Sale of Animals, 20.—Surrey Zoological Gardens, 20.—Wild-
beast Shows, 21,

THE RHINOCEROS IN ENGLAND.

Ancient History, 22, 28.—One-horned and Two-horned, 25, 26.—
Tractability, 25.—Bruce and Sparmann, 27.— African Rhinoce-
ros in 1868, 27.—Description of, 29.—Burchell’s Rhinoceros,
80.—Horn of the Rhinoceros, 31, 32.

STORIES OF MERMAIDS.
Sirens of the Ancients, 33.—Classic Pictures of Mermaids, 34.—
Leyden’s Ballad, 35.—Ancient Evidence, 36, 37, 38.—Mermaid
in the West Indies, 39.—Mermaids, Seals, and Dugongs, 41.—
Mermaids and Manatee, 42.—Test for a Mermaid, 43.—Mer-
A2



4 CONTENTS.

maid of 1822, 43.—Japanese Mermaids, 44.—Recent Evidenoce, -
47, 48.

IS THE UNICORN FABULOUS?

Ctesias and Wild Asses, 65.—Aristotle, Herodotus, and Pliny, 50.
—Modern Unicorns, 50.— Ancient Evidence, 51.—Hunting the
Unicorn, 52.— Antelopes, 53, 54.—Cuvier and the Oryx, 54.—
Tibetan Animal, 55.—Klaproth’s Evidence, 55.—Rev. John
Campbell's Evidence, 57.—Baikie on, 58.—Factitious Horns
in Museums, 69.—Unicorn in the Royal Arms, 60.—Catching
the Unicorn, 60.—Belief in Unicorns, 61.

THE MOLE AT HOME.

Economy of the Mole, 62.—Its Structure, 63.—Fairy Rings ; Feel-
ing of the Mole, 64.—Le Court’s Experiments, 62, 65.—
Hunting-grounds, 67.—Loves of the Moles, 68, 69.— Persecu-
tion of Moles.—Shrew Mole, 70.—Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd,
on Moles, 71.

THE GREAT ANT-BEAR.

The Ant-Bear of 1853, 72, 73.—Mr. Wallace, on the Amazon, de-
scribes the Ant-Bear, 73.—Food of the Ant-Bear, 74.—His
Resorts, 75.—Habits in Captivity, by Profeesor Owen, 76 80,
—Fossil Ant-Bear, 80, 81.—Tamandua Ant-Bear, 82 —Von
Sack’s Ant-Bear, 83.—Porcupine Ant-Eater, 84.—Ant-Bears i
the Zoological Gardens, 84.

CURIOSITIES OF BATS.

Virgil's Harpies, 85.—Pliny on the Bat, 85.—Reremouse and
Flittermouse, 86.—Bats, not Birds but Quadrupeds, 87.—S8ir
Charles Bell on the Wing of the Bat, 87.—Vampire Bat from
Sumatra, 88.—Lord Byron and Vampire, 89.—Levant Super-’
stition, 89.—Bat described by Heber, Waterton, and Steadman,
90.—Lesson on Bats, 91.—Bat Fowling or Folding, 91, 92.—



CONTENTS. ° 5

Sowerby’s Long-eared Bat, 92, 96.—Wing of the Bat, 96.—
Nycteris Bat, 97.—Kalong Bat of Java, 98,—Bats, various,
100, 101. .

THE HEDGEHOG.
Hedgehog Described, 102.—Habits, 108.—Eating Snakes, 105.—
Poisons, 105, 106.—Battle with a Viper, 106.—Economy of the
Hedgehog, 106, 107.

THE HIPPOPOTAMUS IN ENGLAND.

Living Hippopotamus brought to England in 1850, 108.—Capture
and Conveyance, 111.—Professor Owen’s Account, 111-115.—
Described by Naturalists and Travellers, 115-118.—Utility to
Man, 118-119.—Ancient History, 119.—In Soripture, 120.—
Alleged Disappearance, 121.—Fossil, 122,

LION-TALK.

Character, 123.—Reputed Generosity, 125.—Burchell’s Account,
125.—Lion-Tree in the Mantatee Country, 127.—Lion-hunt-
ing, 128.—Disappearance of Lions, 130, 131.—Human Prey,
132.—Manelees Lioms of Guzerat, 134.—A Lion Family in
Bengal, 135, 136.—Prickle on the Lion’s Tail, 137-139.—
Nineveh Lions, 139.—Lions in the Tower of London, 140, 141.
—Feats with Lions, 142.—Lion-hunting in Algeria, by Jules
Gerard, 144.—The Prudhoe Lions, 144,

BIRD-LIFE.

Rate at which Birds fly, 145, 146.— Air in the Bones of Birds, 146.
—Flight of the Humming-bird, 147.—Colour of Birds, 148.—
Song of Birds, 149.—Beauty in Animals, 160.—Insectivorous
Birds, 151.—8ea-fow] Slaughter, 152.—Hooded Crow in Zet-
land, 154.—Brain of Birds, 164.—Danger-signals, 155.—Addi-
son’s Love of Nature, 156, 157,



6 CONTENTS.

BIRDS' EGGS AND NESTS.

Colours of Eggs, 158.—Bird's-nesting, 159.—Mr. Wolley, the
Ornithologist, 1569, 160.—European Birds of Prey, 161.—Large
Eggs, 162, 163, 164.—Baya's Nest, 164.—Oriole and Tailor-
bird, 165, 166.—Australian Bower-bird, 167.—Cape Swallows,
168.—“ Bird Confinement,” by Dr. Livingstone.

THE EPICURE’'S ORTOLAN.
Origin of the Ortolan, 172 ; described, 178, 174 ; Fattening process,
175, 176.—Prodigal Epicurism, 177, 178.

TALK ABOUT TOUCANS.

Toucan family, 179.—Gould’s grand Monograph, 180.—Toucans
described, 180-182; Food, 183 ; Habits, 184.—Gould’s Tou-
canet, 187.

ECCENTRICITIES OF PENGUINS.

Penguins on Dassent Island, 188.—Patagonian Penguins, 189.—
Falkland Telands, 189.—King Penguins, 190, 191.—Darwin’s
Account, 192.—Webster’s Account, 193.—Swainson’s Acoount,
194. .

PELICANS AND CORMORANTS.
Pelicans described by various Naturalists, 195, 196.—The Pelican
Island, 197.—Popular Error, 199-200.—Cormorants, and
Fishing with Cormorants, 201-204.

TALKING BIRDS, INSTINCTS, ETC.
Sounds by various Birds, 204.—Umbrella Bird, 206.—Bittern,
207.—Butcher-bhird and Parrots, 208.—Wild Swan, Laughing
Goose, Cuckoo, and Nightingale, 209.—Talking Canaries,
210.—Neighing Snipe, 213.—Trochilos and Crocodiles, 216.
—Instinct, Intelligence, and Reason in Birds, 217-219.—Songs
of Birds and Seasons of the Day, 219,



CONTENTS. 7

OWLS.
Characteristics of the Owl, 221.—Owl in Poetry, 222.—Bischacho
or Coquimbo, 224.—Waterton on Owls, 225, 226.—Owls,
Varieties of, 227-280,

WEATHER-WISE ANIMAILS.

Atmospheric Changes, 231.—Stormy Petrel, 233.—Wild Geese and
Ducks, 285.—Frogs and Snails, 237.—The Mole, 240.—List of
Animals, by Forster, the Meteorologist, 241.—Weatherproof
Nests, 247.—*Signs of Rain,” by Darwin, 248.—Shepherd of
Banbury, 249.

FISH-TALK.

How Fishes Swim, 250.—Fish Changing Colour, 251.—* Fish
Noise,” 252.—Hearing of Fish, 2568.—The Carp at Fontaine-
bleau, 254, 2565.—Affection of Fishes, 256.— Cat-fish, Anecdote
of, 267.—Great Number of Fishes, 2568.—Little Fishes Eaten by
Medus®, 259.—Migration of Fishes, 261.—Enormous Grampus,
262.—Bonita and Flying-fish, 263.—Jaculator Fish of Java,
264.—Port Royal, Jamaica Fish, 266.—The Shark, 267.—
California, Fish of, 268.—Wonderful Fish, 269.—Vast Sun-
fish, 271.—Double Kish, 272.—The Square-browed Malthe,
274.—Gold Fish, 275.—The Miller’s Thumb, 276.—Sea-fish
Observatory, 276.—Herring Question, 278.—Aristotle’s His-
tory of Animals, 279-280.

FISH IN BRITISH COLOMBIA.

Salmon-swarming, 281.—Candle-fish, 282.—Octopus, the, 283.—
Sturgeon and Sturgeon Fishing, 288-287.

THE TREE-CLIMBING CRAB.
Locomotion of Fishes, 288.—Climbing Perch, 288.—Crabs in the
‘West Indies, 289.—Crabs, Varieties of, 289-292.—Robber and
Cocoa-nut Crab, 292-301.—Fish of the China Seas, 301.



8 CONTENTS.

MUSICAL LIZARDS.
Lizard from Formosa Isle, 803,—Its Habits, 304-306.

CHAMELEONS AND THEIR CHANGES.

The Chameleon desoribed by Aristotle and Calmet, 807, 808.—
Change of Colour, 809.—Reproduction of, 310, 311.—Tongue,
811.—Lives in Trees, 312.—Theory of Colours, 813.—The
Puzzle Solved, 815.—Mrs. Belzoni's Chameleons, 817.—Lady
Cust’s Chameleons, 321.—Chameleon’s Antipathy to Black, 322.

RUNNING TOADS.

Dr. Husenbeth’s Toads at Cossey, 827.—Frog and Toad Concerts,
827,

SONG OF THE CICADA.

Greeks’ Love for the S8ong, 329.—Ci¢ada in British Colombia, 329.
—Tennyson and Keats on the Grasshopper, 330.

STORIES ABOUT THE BARNACLE GOOSE.
Baptista Porta’s Account, 331.—Max Miiller on, 331.—Gerarde's
Account, 332.—G@Giraldus Cambrensis, 832. —Professor Rolles-
ton, Drayton’s Poly-olbion, 333.—Sir Kenelm Digby and Sir J.
Emerson Tennent, 384.—Finding the Barnacle, 334,

LEAVES ABOUT BOOKWORMS,

Bookworms, their Destructiveness, 336, 837.—How to Destroy, 388.
—The Death-watch, 339.—Lines by Swift, 340,

BORING MARINE ANIMALS, AND HUMAN
) ENGINEERS,
Life and Labours of the Pholas, 841.—Family of the Pholas, 342, —
Curious Controversy, 843.—Boring Apparatus, 842.—Several
Observers, 347, 348.—Boring Annelids, 348.



STORIES OF MERMAIDS.

SS than half a century ago, a pretended
@Mermaid was one of the sights of a London

season ; to see which credulous persons rushed
to pay half-crowns and shillings with a readiness
which seemed to rebuke the record—that the exist-
ence of a Mermaid is an exploded fallacy of two
centuries since.

Mermaids have had a legendary existence from
very early ages, for the Sirens of the ancients
evidently belonged to the same remarkable family.
Shakspeare uses the term Mermaid as synonymous
with Siren :(—

0O train me not, sweet Mermaid, with thy note,

To drown me in thy sister’s flood of tears ;
Sing, Syren, for thyself.”—Comedy of Errors, iii. 2.

Elsewhere, Shakspeare’s use of the term is more

applicable to the Siren than to the common idea of a

Mermaid ; as in the “ Midsummer Night’s Dream,”

where the “Mermaid on a dolphin’s back”’ could

not easily have been so placed. A Merman, the
c
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male of this imaginary species, is mentioned by
Taylor, the water-poet :—
“ A thing tm';noyling in the sea we spide,

Like to a Meareman.”
An old writer has this ingenious illustration:—
¢ Mermaids, in Homer, were witches, and their
songs enchantments;”” which reminds us of the
invitation in Haydn’s Mermaid’s Song :—

¢ Come with me, and we will go
‘Where the rocks of coral grow.”

The orthodox Mermaid is half woman, half fish;
and the fishy half is sometimes depicted as doubly
tailed, such as we see in the heraldry of France and
Germany ; and in the Basle edition of Ptolemy’s
“ Geography,” dated 1540, a double-tailed Mermaid
figures in one of the plates. In the arms of the
Fishmongers’ Company of London, the supporters
are “a Merman and maid, first, armed, the latter
with a mirror in the left hand, proper.” From this
heraldic employment, the Mermaid became a popular
tavern sign ; and there was an old dance called the
Mermaid.

Sir Thomas Browne refers to the picture of Mer-
maids, though he does not admit their existence.
They “are conceived to answer the shape of the
ancient Sirens that attempted upon Ulysses ; which,
notwithstanding, were of another description, con-
taining no fishy composure, but made up of man
and bird.”” Sir Thomas is inclined to refer the
Mermaid to Dagon, the tutelary deity of the Philis-
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tines, which, according to the common opinion, had
a human female bust and a fish-like termination ;
though the details of this fish idolatry are entirely
conjectural. ‘

Leyden, the Scottish poet, has left a charming
ballad, entitled “ The Mermaid,”” the scene of which
is laid at Corrievreckin : the opening of this poem
Sir Walter Scott praised as exhibiting a power of
numbers which, for mere melody of sound, has
seldom been excelled in English poetry :—

“ On Jura’s heath how sweetly swell
The murmurs of the mountain bee!
How softly mourns the writhéd shell
Of Jura’s shore its parent sea !

“ But softer floating, o’er the deep,
The Mermaid's sweet sea-soothing lay,
That charmed the dancing waves to sleep
Before the bark of Colonsay.”

The ballad thus describes the wooing of the gallant
chieftain :—
“ Proud swells her heart ! she deems at last
To lure him with her silver tongue,

And, as the shelving rocks she passed,
She raised her voice, and sweetly sung.

¢ In softer, sweeter strains she sung,
Slow gliding o’er the moonlight bay,
‘When light to land the chieftain sprung,
To hail the maid of Colonsay.

O sad the Mermaid’s gay notes fell,
And sadly sink remote at sea !
O sadly mourns the writhéd shell
Of Jura’s shore, its parent sea.
c?2
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“ And ever as the year returns,
The charm-bound sailors know the day ;
For sadly still the Mermaid mourns
The lovely chief of Colonsay.”

Curious evidences of the existence of Mermaids are
to be found in ancient authors. Pliny says that “ the
ambassadors to Augustine from Gaul declared that
sea-women were often seen in their neighbourhood.”
Solinus and Aulus Gellius also speak of their exist-
ence. Some stories are, however, past credence. It
is related in the “ Histoire d’Angleterre”” that, in
the year 1187, a Merman was “fished up”’ off the
coast of Suffolk, and kept for six months. It was
like a man, but wanted speech, and at length escaped
into the sea! In 1430, in the great tempests which
destroyed the dykes in Holland, some women at
Edam, in West Friesland, saw a Mermaid who had
been driven by the waters into the meadows, which
- were overflowed.  They took it, dressed it in female
attire, and taught it to spin!”’ It was taken to
Haarlem, where it lived some years! Then we read
of Ceylonese fishermen, in 1560, catching, at one
draught, seven Mermen and Mermaids, which were
dissected ! In 1531, a Mermaid, caught in the
Baltic, was sent to Sigismund, King of Poland, with
whom she lived three days, and was seen by the
whole court !

In Merollo’s “ Voyage to Congo,”” in 1682, Mer-
maids are said to be plentiful all along the river
Zgire. In the “ Aberdeen Almanack > for 1688, it
is predicted that “near the place where the famous
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Dee payeth his tribute to the German Ocean,” on the
1st, 13th, and 29th of May, and other specified
times, curious observers may “undoubtedly see a
pretty company of Mar Maids,” and likewise hear
their melodious voices. In another part of Scotland,
about the same time, Brand, in his “ Description of
Orkney and Shetland,” tells us that two fishermen
drew up with a hook a Mermaid, “ having face, arm,
breast, shoulders, &c., of a woman, and long hair
hanging down the neck, but the nether part, from
below the waist, hidden in the water.”” One of the
fishermen stabbed her with a knife, and she was seen
no more! The evidence went thus:—Brand was
told by a lady and gentleman, who were told by a
baillie to whom the fishing-boat belonged, who was
told by the fishers! Valentyn describes a Mermaid
he saw in 1714, on his voyage from Batavia to
Europe, “sitting on the surface of the water,” &e.
In 1758, a Mermaid is said to have been exhibited
at the fair of St. Germain, in France. It was about
two feet long, and sported about in a vessel of water.
It was fed with bread and fish. It was a female,
with negro features.

In 1775 appeared a very circumstantial account of
a Mermaid which was captured in the Grecian
Archipelago in the preceding year, and exhibited in
London. The account is ludicrously minute, and it
ends with : “ It is said to have an enchanting voice,
which it never exerts except before a storm.”” This
imposture was craftily made up out of the skin#f
the angle shark. In Mr. Morgan’s “Tour to Mil-
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ford Haven in the year 1795, appears an equally
circumstantial account of a Mermaid, said to have
been seen by one Henry Reynolds, a farmer, of
Ren-y-hold, in the parish of Castlemartin, in 1782.
It resembled a youth of sixteen or eighteen years of
age, with a very white skin: it was bathing. The
evidence is very roundabout, so that there were
abundant means for converting some peculiar kind
of fish into a Merman, without imputing intentional
dishonesty to any one. “ Something akin to this kind
of evidence is observable in the account of a Mermaid
seen in Caithness in 1809, which attracted much
attention in England as well as in Scotland, and
induced the Philosophical Society of Glasgow to
investigate the matter. The Editor of a newspaper,
who inserted the statement, had been told by a
gentleman, who had been shown a letter by Sir
John Sinclair, who had obtained it from Mr. Innes,
to whom it had been written by Miss Mackay, who
had heard the story from the persons (two servant
girls and a boy) who had seen the strange animal in
the water.”” (Chambers’s “ Book of Days.””)

Then we read of a so-called Mermaid, shown in
the year 1794 at No. 7, Broad-court, Bow-street,
Covent-garden, said to have been taken in the North
Seas by Captain Foster. It was of the usual de-
scription.

Much evidence comes from Scotland. Thus, in
the year 1797, a schoolmaster of Thurso affirmed
that he had seen a Mermaid, apparently in the act
of combing her hair with her fingers ! Twelve years
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afterwards, several persons observed near the same
place a like appearance. Dr. Chisholm, in his “ Essay
on Malignant Fever in the West Indies,”” in 1801,
relates that, in the year 1797, happening to be at
Governor Van Battenburg’s plantation, in Berbice,
¢ the conversation turned on a singular animal which
had been repeatedly seen in Berbice river, and some
smaller rivers. This animal is the famous Mermaid,
hitherto considered as a mere creature of the imagi-
nation. It is called by the Indians méné, mamma,
or mother of the waters. The description given of
it by the Governor is as follows:—*The upper
portion resembles the human figure, the head smaller
in proportion, sometimes bare, but oftener covered
with a copious quantity of long black hair. The
shoulders are broad, and the breasts large and well-
formed. The lower portion resembles the tail of a
fish, is of great dimensions, the tail forked, and not
unlike that of the dolphin, as it is usually repre-
sented. The colour of the skin is either black or
tawny.” The animal is held in veneration by the
Indians, who imagine that killing it would be
attended with calamitous consequences. It is from
this circumstance that none of these animals have
been shot, and consequently éxamined but at a
distance. They have been generally observed in a
sitting posture in the water, none of the lower
extremity being seen until they are disturbed, when,
by plunging, the tail agitates the water to a con-
siderable distance round. They have been always
seen employed in smoothing their hair, and have
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thus been frequently taken for Indian women
bathing.”” In 1811, a young man, named John
M‘Isaac, of Corphine, in Kintyre, in Scotland,
made oath, on examination at Campbell-town, that
he saw, on the 13th of October in the above year,
on a rock on the sea-coast, an animal which generally
corresponded with the form of the Mermaid—the
upper half human shape, the other brindled or
reddish grey, apparently covered with scales; the
extremity of the tail greenish red ; head covered
with long hair, at times put back on both sides of
the head. This statement was attested by the
minister of Campbell-town and the Chamberlain of
Mull.

In August, 1812, Mr. Toupin, of Exmouth, in a
sailing excursion, and when about a mile south-east
of Exmouth Bar, heard a sound like that of the
Zolian harp ; and saw, at about one hundred yards
distance, a creature, which was regarded as a Mer-
maid. The head, from the crown to the chin, formed
a long oval, and the face seemed to resemble that of
the seal, though with more agreeable features. The
presumed hair, the arms, and the hand, with four
fingers connected by a membrane, are then described,
and the tail with polished scales. The entire height
of the animal was from five feet to five and a-half
feet. In 1819, a creature approached the coast of
Ireland. It was about the size of a child ten years
of age, with prominent bosom, Iong dark hair, and
dark eyes. ~It was shot at, when it plunged into the
sea with a loud scream.
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In reviewing these stories of Mermaids, it may
be remarked that there is always a fish in each
tale—either a living fish of a peculiar kind, which
a fanciful person thinks to bear some resemblance
in the upper part to a human being, or a fish which
becomes marvellous in the progress of its descrip-
tion from mouth to mouth. Itis commonly thought
the seals may often have been mistaken for Mer-
maids. But, of all the animals of the whale tribe
that which approaches the nearest in form to man
is, undoubtedly, the Dugong, which, when its head
and breast are raised above the water, and its pec-
toral fins, resembling hands, are visible, might easily
be taken by superstitious seamen for a semi-human
being, or a Mermaid. Of this deception a remark-
able instance occurred in 1826. The skeleton of a
Mermaid, as it was called, was brought to Ports-
mouth, which had been shot in the vicinity of the
Island of Mombass. This was submitted to the
members of the Philosophical Society, when it
proved to be the skeleton of a Dugong. To those
who came to the examination with preconceived
notions of a fabulous Mermaid, it presented, as it
lay on the lecture-table, a singular appearance. It
was about six feet long ; the lower portion, with its
broad tail-like extremity, suggested the idea of a
powerful fish-like termination, whilst the forelegs
presented to the unskilful eye a resemblance to the
bones of a small female arm ; the cranium, however,
had a brutal form, which could never<have borne
the lineaments of “ the human face divine.”
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The Mermaid has been traced to the Manatee as
well as to the Dugong: the former is an aquatic
animal, externally resembling a whale, and named
from its flipper, resembling the human hand, manus.
Again, the mamme (teats) of the Manatees and
Dugongs are pectoral ; and this conformation, joined
to the adroit use of their flippers (whose five fingers
can easily be distinguished through the inverting
membranes, four of them being terminated by nails)
in progression, nursing their young, &c., have caused
them, when seen at a distance with the anterior
part of their body out of the water, to be taken for
some creature approaching to human shape so nearly
(especially as -their middle is thick set with hair,
giving somewhat of the effect of human hair or a
beard), that there can be little doubt that not a
few of the tales of Mermen and Mermaids have had
their origin with these animals as well as with seals
and walruses. Thus the Portuguese and Spaniards
give the Manatee a denomination which signifies
‘Woman-fish ; and the Dutch call the Dugong Baar-
danctjee, or Little-bearded Man. A very little
imagination and a memory for only the marvellous
portion of the appearance sufficed, doubtless, to com-
plete the metamorphosis of this half woman or man,
half fish, into a Siren, a Mermaid, or a Merman ;
. and the wild recital of the voyager was treasured
up by writers who, as Cuvier well observes, have
displayed more learning than judgment.

The comb and the toilet-glass have already been
incidentally mentioned as accessories in these Mer-
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maid stories ; and these, with the origin of the crea-
ture, Sir George Head thus ingeniously attempts to
explain :—* The resemblance of the seal, or sea-
calf, to the calf consists only in the voice, and the
voice of the calf is certainly not dissimilar to that
of a man. But the claws of the seal, as well as the
hand, are like a lady’s back-bair comb; wherefore,
altogether, supposing the resplendence of sea-water
streaming down its polished neck, on a sunshiny
day, the substitute for a looking-glass, we arrive
at once at the fabulous history of the marine maiden
or mermaid, and the appendages of her toilet.””

The progress of zoological science has long since
destroyed the belief in the existence of the Mermaid.
If its upper structure be human, with lungs resem-
bling our own, how could such a creature live and
breathe at the bottom of the sea, where it is stated
to be? for our most expert divers are unable to stay
. under water more than half an hour. Suppose it to
be of the cetaceous class, it could only remain under
the water two or three minutes together without
rising to the surface to take breath; and if this
were the case with the Mermaid, would it not be
oftener seen ?

Half a century has scarcely elapsed since a manu-
Jfactured Mermaid was shown in London with all the
confidence of its being a natural creature. In the
winter of 1822 there was exhibited at the Egyptian
Hall, in Piccadilly, this pretended Mermaid, which
was visited by from 800 to 400 persons daily!
The imposture, however, was too gross to last



44 STORIES OF MERMAIDS.

long; and it was ascertained to be the dried skin
of the head and shoulders of a monkey attached
very neatly to the dried skin of a fish of the salmon
kind with the head cut off; the compound figure
being stuffed and highly varnished, the better to
deceive the eye. This grotesque object was taken
by a Dutch vessel from on board a native Malacca
boat ; and from the reverence shown to it by the
sailors it is supposed to have represented the incar-
nation of ome of the idol gods of the Malacca
Islands. A correspondent of the ¢ Magazine of
Natural History,” 1829, however, avers that the
above “Mermaid”’ was brought from the East
Indies; for being at St. Helena in 1818 he saw it
on board the ship which was bringing it to England.
The impression on his mind was that it was an
artificial compound of the upper part of a small
ape with the lower half of a fish ; and by aid of a
powerful glass he ascertained the point of union
between the two parts. He was somewhat stag-
gered to find that this was so neatly effected that
the precise line of junction was not satisfactorily
apparent : the creature was then in its best state of
preservation.

In a volume of “Manners and Customs of the
Japanese,” published in 1841, we, however, find the
following version of the history of the above Mer-
maid :—*“ A Japanese fisherman seems to have dis-
played ingenuity for the mere purpose of making
money by his countrymen’s passion for everything
odd and strange. He contrived to unite the upper
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half of a monkey to the lower half of a fish so neatly
as to defy ordinary inspection. He then gave out
that he had caught the creature in his net, but that
it had died shortly after being taken out of the
water ; and he derived considerable pecuniary profit
from his cunning in more ways than one. The
exhibition of the sea monster to Japanese curiosity
paid well; yet more productive was the assertion
that the half-human fish, having spoken during the
five minutes it existed out of its native element, had
predicted a certain number of years of wonderful
fertility and a fatal epidemic, the only remedy for
which would be the possession of the marine pro-
phet’s likeness! The sale of these pictured Mermaids
was immense. Either the composite animal, or
another, the offspring of the success of the first,
was sold to the Dutch factory and transmitted to
Batavia, where it fell into the hands of a speculating
American, who brought it to Europe; and here, in
the year 1822-3, exhibited his purchase as a real
Mermaid to the admiration of the ignorant, the
perplexity of the learned, and the filling of his
own purse.”’

The Editor of the *Literary Gazette,”” Mr. Jer-
dan, was the first to expose the fabulous creature
of the Egyptian Hall. He plainly said :—*Our
opinion is fixed that it is a composition; a most
ingenious one, we grant, but still nothing beyond
the admirably put-together members of various
animals. The extraordinary skill of the Chinese
and Japanese in executing such deceptions is noto-
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rious, and we have no doubt that the Mermaid is a
manufacture from the Indian Sea, where it has been
pretended it was caught. We are not of those who
because they happen not to have had direct proof of
the existence of any extraordinary natural phenome-
non, push scepticism to the extreme and deny its
possibility. The depths of the sea, in all proba-
bility, from various chemical and philosophical
causes, contain animals unknown to its surface-
waters, rarely if ever seen by human eye. But
when a creature is presented to us having no other
organization but that which is suitable to a medium
always open to our observation, it in the first instance
excites suspicion that only one individual of the
species should be discovered and obtained. When
knowledge was more limited, the stories of Mer-
maids seen in distant quarters might be credited
by the many, and not entirely disbelieved by the
few ; but now, when KEuropean and especially
British commerce fills every corner of the earth
with men of observation and science, the unique
becomes the incredible, and we receive with far
greater doubt the apparition of such anomalies as
the present. It is curious that though medical men
seem in general to regard the creature as a possible
production of nature, no naturalist of any ability
credits it after five minutes’ observation! This
may, perhaps, be accounted for by their acquaintance
with the parts of distinct animals, of which it appears
the Mermaid is composed. The cheeks of the blue-
faced ape, the canine teeth, the simia upper body,

\
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and the tail of the fish, are all familiar to them
in less complex combinations, and they pronounce
at once that the whole is an imposture. And such
is our settled conviction.”” Though naturalists and
Jjournalists fully exposed the imposture, this did not
affect the exhibition, which for a considerable time
continued as crowded as ever ; but the notoriety had
dwindled down to “a penny show,”” at Bartholomew
Fair, by the year 1825.

After so many exposures of the absurd belief in
Mermaids, it could scarcely be expected that any
person could be found in Europe weak enough to
report the existence of one of these creatures to an
eminent scientific Society. Yet, on the 22d of June,
1840, the first Secretary of the Ottoman Embassy
at Paris addressed a note to the Academy of Sciences,
stating that his father, who was in the Admiralty
department at Comstantinople, had recently seen a
Mermaid while crossing the Bosphorus, which com-
munication was received with much laughter.

We have still another recorded instance—and in
Scotland. In the year 1857 two fishermen on the
Argyleshire coast declared that when on their way
to the fishing-station, Lochindale, in a boat, and
when about four miles south-west from the village
of Port Charlotte, about six o’clock in a June even-
ing, they distinctly saw, at about six yards distance,
an object in the form of a woman, with comely face
and fine hair hanging in ringlets over the neck and
shoulders. It was above the surface of the water
gazing at the fishermen for three or four minutes
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—and then vanished! Yet this declaration was
officially attested !

In 1863 Mermaids were supposed to abound in
the ponds and ditches of Suffolk, where careful
mothers used them as bugbears to prevent little
children from going too near the water. Children
described them as “ nasty things that crome you
(hook you) into the water;”’ others as “a great
big thing like a feesh,” probably a pike basking in
the shallow water.

Sometimes the Mermaid has assumed a pictur-
esqueness in fairy tale; and her impersonation
has been described by Dryden as “a fine woman,
with a fish’s tail”” And, laying aside her scaly
train, she has appeared as a lovely woman, with sea-
green hair; and-Crofton Croker relates, in his
“Fairy Legends,” a marriage between an Irish
fisherman and a “Merrow,” as the Mermaid is
called in Ireland.



