55 Star.] T7TH CONG., 1sT SESS.—CHS. 377, 878, 384—AUG. 18, 21, 1941

lated snags and other debris and clearing and straightening channels
in navigable streams and tributaries thereof, when in the opinion of
the Chief of Engineers such work is advisable in the interest of flood
control: Provided, That not more than $25,000 shall be allotted for
this purpose for any single tributary from the appropriations for
anv one fiscal year.”

S8ec. 10. That the sum of $275,000,000 is hereby authorized to be
appropriated for carrying out the improvements herein, the sum of
$10,000,000 additional is authorized to be apprepriated and expended
in equal amounts by the Departments of War and Agriculture for
carrying out any examinations and surveys provided for in this Act
and any other Acts of Congress, to be prosecuted by said depart-
ments. There is also hereby authorized to be appropriated for
expenditure by the Department of Agriculture in carrying on works
of improvement of the character specified in section 7 of the Flood
Control Act of June 28, 1938, and which the Department is not
otherwise authorized to undertake, such additional sums, not to exceed
$5,000,000, as may be necessary for that purpose. All appropriations
necessary for operation and maintenance of flood-control works
authorized by law to be operated and maintained by the United
States are hereby authorized.

Approved, August 18, 1941,

[CHAPTER 378]
AN ACT

To extend the times for commencing and completing the construction of a bridge
across the Monongahela River, between the boroughs of Elizabeth, in Elizabeth
Township, and West Elizabeth, in Jefferson Township, in the county of Alle-
gheny, and in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the times for
commencing and completing the construction of the highway bridge
across the Monongahela River, at a point between the boroughs of
Elizabeth, in Elizabeth Township, and West Elizabeth, in Jefferson
Township, in the county of Allegheny, and in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, by an Act of Congress, approved May 27, 1940, are
lllgreby extended one and three years, respectively, from May 27,

41.

Sec. 2. The right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby
expressly reserved.

Approved, August 18, 1941.

[CHAPTER 384]
AN ACT

To strengthen the national defense by creating the grade of chief warrant officer
in the Army, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter there
shall be two grades of warrant officers in the Army of the United
States; first, chief warrant officer, who shall receive the same base
pay as authorized by existing law for warrant officer, chief engineer,
Army Mine Planter Service; and second, warrant officer (junior
grade), who shall receive the same base pay and allowances as are
authorized by existing law for warrant officers of the Army other than
those of the Army Mine Planter Service: Provided, That warrant
officers of the Army Mine Planter Service in the grade of master
shall receive the same base pay as authorized by existing law. Chief
warrant officers shall receive the same money allowances for sub-
sistence and rental of quarters as are authorized by existing laws for
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officers receiving the pay of the second pay period, and all warrant
officers shall receive, as a permanent addition to their pay, an increase
of 5 per centum of their base pay for each four years of active service
now counted for pay purposes, not to exceed 25 per centum.

All warrant officers of the Army shall receive an increase of 50 per
centum of their pay when by orders of competent authority they are
required to participate regularly and frequently in aerial flights, and
when in consequence of such orders they do participate in regular
and frequent aerial flichts as defined by such Executive orders as
have heretofore been, or may hereafter be, promulgated by the
President.

Skc. 2. Hereafter, original permanent appointments in the grade
of warrant officer (junior grade) shall be made only from among
those persons who have served at least one year on active duty in
the Army of the United States, and original permanent appointments
in the grade of chief warrant officer shall be made only from among
those warrant officers who have completed at least a total of ten
years’ active service either as warrant officer (junior grade) or as
warrant officers under existing law, or both, and from among masters
and chief engineers, Army Mine Planter Service, hereafter appointed
as such under the provisions of existing law. All such permanent
appointments shall be made in the Regular Army and may be termi-
nated under such regulations as the Secretary of War shall prescribe,
and the action of the Secretary of War in terminating the appoint-
ment of a warrant officer shall be final and conclusive. The total
number of permanent appointments in the grades of chief warrant
officer and warrant officer (junior grade) shall be as prescribed by
the President from time to time, but shall not exceed 1 per centum
of the enlisted strength of the Regular Army as authorized by law:
Provided, That not more than 40 per centum of the total actual
number of permanent warrant officers in active service shall be
appointed in the grade of chief warrant officer.

Sec. 3. In time of war or during the period of any national emer-
gency declared by Congress or proclaimed by the President, the
Secretary of War is authorized, under such regulations as he shall
prescribe, to make temporary appointments in the grades of chief
warrant officer and warrant officer (junior grade). guch temporary
appointments shall be in the Army of the United States, shall not
exceed a number equal to one-half of 1 per centum of the enlisted
strength of the Army of the United States in active military service,
and shall remain in effect at the pleasure of the Secretary of War,
but in no case shall they continue beyond six months after the termi-
nation of the war or period of national emergency. Persons
appointed in the Army of the United States as temporary chief
warrant officers or as temporary warrant officers (junior grade),
while in active Federal service, shall, while so serving, be entitled to
the rank, pay, and allowances of the grades to which they are tempo-
rarily appointed, and shall be entitled to count such service as warrant
or enlisted service for all purposes: Provided, That the Secretary of
War is hereby authorized to designate by name a number of perma-
nent or temporary chief warrant officers (not exceeding 1 per centum
of the maximum authorized number of permanent and temporary
warrant officers) to receive the base pay and allowances provided by
existing law for officers in the fourth pay period, and to designate
by name an additional number of permanent or temporary chief
warrant officers (not exceeding 2 per centum of the maximum
authorized number of temporary and permanent warrant officers)
to reccive the base pay and allowances provided by existing law
for officers in the third pay period, but no chief warrant officer so
designated shall receive such base pay and allowances except during
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the period prescribed by the Secretary of War. Such temporary
appointees shall be entitled to the benefits of all existing laws and
regulations governing retirement, pensions, and disability as are
applicable to members of the Army of the United States when called
or ordered into the active military service by the Federal Government
under existing statutory authorizations. All persons temporarily
appointed as chief warrant officers or as warrant officers (junior
grade) in the Army of the United States under the authority of
this section, shall, as long as they continue to hold such appoint-
ments, be available for assignment to active duty with any unit of
the Army of the United States. Persons temporarily appointed as
chief warrant officers or as warrant officers (junior grade), in the
Army of the United States under the authority of this section who,
at the time of their respective temporary appointments have a mili-
tary status in the Army of the United States or any component
thereof may accept such temporary appointments without prejudice
to the military status which they so held and upon termination of
such temporary appointments such persons may revert to the grades
which they held at the time of their temporary appointments.

Sec. 4. Warrant officers may be assigned to such duties as may
be prescribed by the Secretary of War: Provided, That when such
duties necessarily include those normally performed by commissioned
officers they shall be vested with the power to perform such duties
under regulations to be prescribed by the President: Provided fur-
ther, That when a warrant officer is serving as assistant adjutant
of any command, he shall have power to administer oaths for all
purposes of military administration. Warrant officers appointed
under existing laws, other than masters and chief engineers of the
Army Mine Planter Service, shall become warrant officers (junior
grade), and masters and chief engineers of the Army Mine Planter
Service shall become chief warrant officers, on the date this Act shall
become effective. All warrant officers shall take rank next below
second lieutenants and among themselves under regulations prescribed
by the Secretary of War,

Skc. 5. Warrant officers shall be entitled to retirement under the
same conditions as commissioned officers: Provided, That hereafter
warrant officers may, in the discretion of the Secretary of War, be
retired after fifteen years of active service: Provided further, That
a warrant officer retired after fifteen years of active service shall
receive retired pay at the rate of 214 per centum of his active pay
multiplied by the number of complete years of active service in the
Army, but not to exceed a total of 75 per centum of his active pay.

Skc. 6. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Secretary of War
is hereby authorized to prescribe such rules and regulations as he
may deem necessary to govern and administer properly the personnel
in the grades of chief warrant officer and warrant officer (junior
grade), including warrant officers of the Army Mine Planter Service.
This Act shall become effective on the date specified in regulations
issued by the Secretary of War, but not later than October 1, 1941.

Skc. 7. The provisions of any laws heretofore enacted which are
in conflict with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed, except
that appointments, temporary appointments, and promotions in the
Army Mine Planter Service shall continue to be made as now pro-
vided for: Provided, That no rights or benefits to which warrant
officers now in active service are entitled under existing laws shall
be affected in any manner by reason of the enactment of this Act:
Provided further, That the provisions of this Act shall not be retro-
active and no back pay or allowances shall accrue by reason of the
enactment of this Act.

Approved, August 21, 1941.
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